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At the recent Greymouth street races, attended by our Canterbury chapter members, some of them also 
took the opportunity to indulge in some high speed runs at the drag strip. Two of them are captured here 
by photographer Stephen Roberts of Shaky Finger photography. Above, giving Club President Wayne 
Woodward’s Thruxton a good workout is Pete Williams who also races in his spare time, and below is west 
coast TOMCC NZ member “Clem” Clements enthusiastically showing how it’s done on his Bonnie.
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To quote the great All Black captain Shaun 
Fitzpatrick the 2017 pre-unit rally was going 
to be ‘a rally of two halves’.

A week out and everybody is reporting 
that they have everything locked down tight, 
oiled, greased, WOF & Rego and in Dave’s 
case “was going when I parked up after last 
year’s rally so no reason why it shouldn’t 
start next week”.

It’s about now that Ray is told by his work 
he can no longer take the Thursday preceding 
rally off which just leaves Pete, Mike, Trev 
and Bryan heading away on the pre-rally ‘Ken 
Ken tour’ on the Coromandel with Ray, Dave 
S, Dave K & Ken Mc joining us in Ohakune 
on the Friday night.

8.00am at BP Rototuna sees Trev & Bryan 
gassed up and trying to pay while only two 
staff make coffees for 12 other people waiting. 
Fuck why don’t coffee shops start selling 
petrol, might get better service then.

Pete from Waihi and Mike from Auckland 
arrive and excitably relay how when in the 
middle of the Karangaheke Gorge following 
a hospital board car, it hits a bundle in the 
road sending papers flying like confetti out of 
a cannon . . . ”fuck, that’s a purple one, and 
another, couple of greens and blues” 

They throw the picks out, but as our 
readers will appreciate 50 plus year old 
Triumph pre-units are not renowned for 
stopping in a hurry. So by the time they pull 
up and confirm with each other that they 
both saw the same thing – a substantial pile 
of money, a couple of cars full of Punjabis 

had pulled up and were busy rushing around 
unmindful of oncoming traffic snaffling all the 
cash.

By failing to stop and at the least grabbing 
enough for a round of pints Pete as this years 
ride organizer has now lost a point.

Meanwhile Bryan points out to Pete that 
he has lost his primary inspection cap and is 
doing a good ‘Slippery Sam’ impersonation. 
No spare, so with Trev’s spare rocker 
cap which doesn’t quite fit, wired on we 
commence the tour heading up over the Kopu 
Hikawai and through Tairua. Soon the sun is 
out and temperatures are rising so pack the 
wets away and head north then  left onto the 
309.

Great road this with a mix of hill and tight 
corners on mostly metal and soon we are out 
on the Thames – Coro coast Road 3km out 
from Coromandel where we gas up and stop 
for a Fish n Chips lunch.

Now early afternoon and the last of the 
cloud has disappeared so in cool but sunny 
conditions we head up through Kennedy Bay, 
Tuateawa, Waikauwau, and the end of the 
road at the Stoney bay DOC campsite then 
back to the wharf at Port Charles. By now it 
is late afternoon and it’s time to head to our 
first nights pre-booked accommodation at 
the Tangiaro Kiwi Retreat resort.  Although 
not yet officially open for the summer they 
have kindly not only allocated us a chalet but 
upgraded us to a family size unit, stocked the 
bar and are taking orders for a cooked meal 
all for the princely sum of around  $86 each 
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including drinks. After dinner, we head back 
to our unit to crack a bottle of rum and raise 
our glasses in a toast to Ken Ken (for our 
readers that’s Ken Bain named Ken Ken as he 
was the second Ken in our group) the metal 
road king on his TR5 pre unit who sadly left 
us earlier in the year.

Evening was capped off with a male Kiwi 
calling in the bush adjacent to our chalet being 
answered by a female further up the valley. 
Great spot and will very definitely be back.

Friday, which with us needing to be at 
Ohakune before dark necessitated an early 
start. Pete who was struggling with starting 
problems meant we did not get away until 
close to 8.00am therefore missing about an 
hour of daylight riding, through Colville and 
gas up at Coromandel then to Thames for 
breakfast. A hard slog over the Kopu Bridge 
and next planned stop at Putaruru for gas, 
pie, and a stretch.  Back on the road and with 
the forecast showers now looking imminent 
we head out towards Arapuni, and over the 
Whakamaru. With the black rain clouds to the 
south now getting more and more ominous 
and with us despite the bright sunshine 
having been on rain wet roads for the last 
35km it’s decided we press on.

Keep heading south and through to 
National Park where by now we are out of 
sunshine and on even wetter roads. South 
to Horopito where the rain finally starts, not 
overly heavy and with our stop for the night at 
Ohakune now less than 15k away we decide 
to brave it out and keep going. 

On arrival at the accommodation which 
was up a slippery dirt track, Ken discovered 
there was nowhere to turn around so had to 
back all the way back down the driveway (this 
is another story all of its own I tell you). Old 
Smoky had not been behaving at all today and 
had ground to a stop on the side of the road a 
couple of times and was misfiring all the way 
down. After a few basic checks a change of 
plugs, resetting the points gap and draining 
the carb, the tools were put away. Stuff doing 
a test run, let’s leave that for tomorrow. 

The rest of the group’s ride to Ohakune 
was uneventful but it was certainly getting 
colder rapidly. We gas up at Ohakune, grab 
the necessaries at the off license and now led 
by Pete head just out of town to our night’s 
bed where we find Ray, Dave S, Dave K (Doc) 
and Ken (No1) already ensconced and talking 
shit over a few drinks in front of a roaring fire, 
lovely and toasty it was.

What a huge day and at 446.4km the 
longest ride most of us had done on our 50 
year plus bone shaker bikes. Magnificent 
effort and despite being pretty pleased I had 
done it, would not like to repeat the exercise.

Next day dawns overcast and bitterly 
cold with snow forecast for later in the day. 
Bikes are packed up and we head into town 
for the obligatory big breckie where to our 
amusement we watch a steady flow of bikes 
heading out of the Cold Kiwi to home. Harden 
up I say.

As we were leaving Ohakune about a 

TOMCC NZ Nominations 2017
 Nominee Member Nominating Member
President Wayne Woodward Peter Free
President John Witherington Alan Thomson
Vice President Chris Martin Clinton Collier
Membership Secretary Melissa Todd Sandy Snell
Treasurer Sandy Snell Melissa Todd
Regalia Officer John Milligan Wayne Woodward
Newsletter Editor Ken Spall John Witherington
Website Administrator no nominations received

Area Co-Ordinators:
Northland Deborah Darton Ross Wilkins
Auckland no nominations received
Franklin no nominations received
Waikato / BoP no nominations received
Taranaki Chris Martin Geoff Thomson
Wanganui no nominations received
Manawatu no nominations received
Canterbury Peter Free  John Milligan
Otago / Southland John Witherington  Ken Spall

Voting is to be carried out according to Rules 7(B), Rule 8 and Rule 16(B) of the club’s 
rules. In summary, members who are in a listed club area will use the accumulated voting 
paper, members outside listed areas will use the individual voting paper (both of these are 
included in this issue of Triumph Times).

In the case of the accumulated vote, area members may place votes at a meeting, by post 
or by email. Their vote will go to their Area Co-ordinator who will accumulate the votes 
and then submit an accumulated voting paper to the returning officer, in this case our 
membership secretary.

Please take the trouble to vote, it is important, and remember, you do not 
have to attend a meeting to vote, you can vote by email or post.
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kilometre out of town Smoky grinds to a halt (F#*k!). Ray decides 
not to follow the rest of the group to Wanganui via Felds Track and 
Bombay Hill as he would be a hindrance and spoil everyone’s ride and 
instead takes the easier route via the Paraparas which is sealed and 
likely to have more traffic on it, and so better affect a rescue if the 
worst happens. 

Back to the hard bugger’s tour and we head south out of Ohakune, 
right into Fields Track for around 15k of magnificent sealed twisting 
hilly road before we turn into the aptly named Bombay Hill.

An hour or so later we re-group just short of Fordell to find the pub 
now closed and with us back in cell coverage a txt from Ray that he 
has made it to the shell servo in Wanganui where he has once again 
stopped so now was the time to strip Smoky’s carb and working on 
trying to find the cause of his frustrations.

Back at the servo Ray is spannering away on the bike “It is 
interesting to see who stops when you are broken down on the side 
of road and offers assistance. It lifts the spirits I must say”. Lots of 
interesting and helpful people are out there. An hour or so later the 
carbs back together so Ray changes a few other things to see what 
happens. Everyone gasses up and it’s time to do the last 4 km’s to 
the Grand Hotel after yet another false start after Smoky once again 
refuses to keep running.

On arrival at The Grand there is already a good 20 Pre Units 
scattered around and some familiar smiling faces gathered outside. 
That’s the nice thing about the PU Rally it’s all about catching up once 
a year and riding old Triumphs, something definitely special about that.

They may be old, rattily, noisy, no brakes, break down (often), 
temperamental, leak oil, uncomfortable with little to no suspension 
but there is just something about riding old bikes and the people you 
meet. Despite all of the above they still bring a smile to our faces and 
a huge amount of pleasure.

We were immediately told there was going to be a ride to view a 
private collection of motorcycles. While most of the group went out to 
see the collection, Bryan and Ray walked off to the local Repco store to 
buy some new plugs. On the way, they see Ted and Trev parked up at 
the lights working on Ted. He had broken the clutch cable and put his 
temporary fix together to get back to the Hotel. Long story short, but 
thanks to Wanganui TOMCC NZ members Abbo and Lloyd for helping 
sort Ted’s clutch cable for the journey home. A great illustration on 
one of the benefits of belonging to the TOMCC  NZ  and being able to 
network amongst the members.

Mileage was down a bit today at only 118.4km but probably the most 
action packed 118km any of us had done for a long time – magnificent 
roads! 

The next morning despite a reasonable forecast, dawns overcast and 
chilly. The Pre Unit AGM was on this morning and we were excited as 
we had spotted two new members amongst the diners last night and 
we know what that means. The guys have to stand up and introduce 

themselves. 
Our readers will 

recall when we started 
this several years earlier 

when our own Mike Gray had to 
stand up and do the honours.

Respect was paid to Ken Bain (Ken 
Ken) and we were pleased to hear someone 

had ridden his TR5 to the rally and for the PU 
annual photo with close to 30 old Trumpies lined up.

The bikes are loaded and boys are ready to go. Rays 
Old Smoky starts first kick and feels good. Our intrepid leader 

pulls out and although we should be headed in the direction of 
New Plymouth. Pete heads off in totally the wrong direction so there 
was plenty of advice at the first red light we got to. Some distance 
outside of Wanganui on a two lane big hill Trev pulls out from the back 
of the group to pass everyone and to inform our leader he is travelling 
a bit too slow and formed a very good rolling block as he neared the 
top of the hill with Ted was running out of power and the cars queued 
behind him. When we got to Hawera this move caused great hilarity 
amongst the group.

Next stop was the Kaponga Hotel for lunch and as it is Father’s Day 
and our attempts at the bar to get a family to shout the drinks failed

Trev does a quick check on Dr Google and finds an interesting road 
around the base of Mt Egmont rather than the main road through to 
Stratford. 80 plus kilometres around the coast that occasionally gives 
you glimpses of the Tasman Sea 2 or 3km away. In no time at all we are 
in New Plymouth where a short squirt up the main street soon sees us 
in the outer northern suburb of Fitzroy where we stop at Sporty Bar, a 
stop on a previous Mad Farmer’s tour. 

Two pints later, it is getting late in the afternoon, so we head to 
our night’s digs at the Century Hill Motel, which is about 10km out 
of town. Pete had done well here, roast pork for dinner all washed 
down by a couple of ales while we debriefed the days ride of 198km 
all on sealed roads which was a first for the trip. Mike had done a little 
research with some road crew workers who told him of a drive through 
a tomo (cave) on a farm that was close to where we were going the 
next day. There was no debate we were heading to have a look at this 
natural feature.

The following morning we decided to skip breakfast for an early 
start and plan to stop at the Whitebait inn for breakfast. Plan today was 
to head to Mokau for a whitebait fritter breakfast, then onto the tomo 
about 8km past the Awakino, then back again to head up the Manganui 
Road and onto the  Pomerangi road in an effort to finally locate and 
explore the elusive Panther Ranch.

As always the Whitebait patties were superb. Next stop was spot X 
to ride through the tomo stopping long enough to get a photo and we 
are off. Back to the servo near Awakino to gas up and we are now on 
familiar roads. 

Thanks to Pete’s diligent homework we now had a culvert number, 
which was immediately adjacent to the Panther Ranch entrance. By 
the time the group got to the Marakopa/Pomerangi turnoff with Pete 
bringing up the rear he decides to cross onto the wrong side of the 
road 100 metres short of the corner, only to be nearly taken out by a 
farmer in his ute. Only the 3rd vehicle we had passed in about 60km, 
what are the chances?  Ray kept us amused with his re-enactment of 
Pete’s near miss, big eyes, locked brakes and a swerve that Inga the 
winger would be proud of.

Following a steady climb on very narrow metal road where Ray 
takes the lead and stops beside culvert 998, wondering if he should 
go back up the road a little. Pete arrives and says no, we are right and 

Continued on page 5
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As many of you are now aware in February 2019 we will be hosting the WATOC 
Rally of the Year. There has been strong interest expressed by many of our 
overseas TOMCC friends who would like to attend this event and they are now 
in the process of organising air travel and the shipping of bikes to New Zealand.

Of concern is availability of accommodation. At the rally site in Hanmer 
Springs, accommodation will be taken care of as is normal for our National 
Rallies. But our guests are keen to tour our country and it would be great if we as 
a club could help with providing some accommodation, particularly as it’s peak 
holiday season.

What you provide in accommodation is entirely up to you. Anything from your 
lawn to pitch a tent to full bed & breakfast. I’m sure our guests would be happy 
with whatever you are able to offer. 

Our plan is that we will pass on to our guests a list of TOMCC NZ accommodation 
providers with contact phone numbers and the area you live in. They will then get 
in touch with you and organise the accommodation to suit.

Thank you to those few of you who have responded, but since this notice 
appeared a year ago the response from the rest of you has been disappointing 
to say the least. I’m sure as a club we can do better.

Please let me know if you are willing to provide some form of accommodation 
for our overseas guests. I need definite confirmation from you. Contact details are: 
Phone 03 489 1740 Email spall@callsouth.net.nz

Please help with accommodation for 
overseas Triumph club guests – WATOC 2019

1

9, 10 & 11 February 2018
Whangarei Falls Holiday Park & Backpackers
12 Ngunguru Road, Glenbervie, Whangarei

Open to all TOMCC NZ members 
and any other motorcyclists

Entry fee: Friday & Saturday $70
Friday only $35, 
Saturday only $35

 Cabins and tent sites available
 Priority for cabins will be given 
 to South Island members.
 For further information contact:
  Deborah Darton
  5 Korau Road, Tikipunga, 
  WHANGAREI 0112
    Email:
     northlandtomcc 
     @gmail.com

Absolutely 
no BYO, 

no patches, 
no dogs, no glass  

no attitudes

 Right of admission 
 reserved

Rally numbers are limited, 
please book early

Meals, badge, shirt & 
pack only with prepaid entry 

received by 20th December 2017

heads up a dodgy gravel driveway opposite. 
As we regrouped there wasn’t anything 
obvious for us to look at but we did note Trev 
& Ted were missing.

Oop’s, that’s bad, so Bryan walks back to 
see what happened. Seems too much power 
from Ted had the rear wheel spinning and the 
rear slid to the left jamming bike and rider 
hard up against a gate. Bike stalls so haul the 
rear away from the gate and as we have little 
to no brakes use the engines compression 
to slow the descent back down to the level 
road way. Catch the breath, start Ted up and 
try again. This time less power and the old 
bugger is soon at the top of the drive with the 
rest of the group.

A short sojourn into the bush soon reveals 
the fabled Panther Ranch – well worth the 
effort of two previous fruitless trips to hunt 
for it. Incredible village with its own bar, 
takeaway outlet, toilet block, bath house, 
school and a number of other buildings 
scattered amongst the bush. It was a good 
hour or so walking the track and visualizing 
what it must have been like in its hey day. It 
was outstanding.

Once every one was finished looking 
around, we continued on to Te Kuiti so Pete 
could stop in and thank the lady whose father 
built the Panther Ranch before he died. Pete 
took the lead on yet more unsealed metal, 
although a good surface that eventually came 
out north of Te Kuiti by the airport. Time first 
in Te Kuiti to visit Sir Colin Meads statue and 
pay our respects to a fine New Zealander.

Second stop was the Library where two 
gang members entertained us as they pranced 
around like two fighting cocks about to start 
a fight when one took off with the other in a 
slow motion pursuit. Unfortunately we don’t 
know the outcome of the chase through the 
town’s back streets. 

Following  the catch up with Julie, we head 
to Te Awamutu for the final debrief and beer 
over a late lunch. We were just sitting down 
to a pint and bite to eat when Eric turns up 
and decides to have a pint with us. Eric, who 
has listened to us bang on for years about all 
the fun we have on the old bikes, has been on 
the hunt for a pre unit for close to 2 years had 
to once again sit there for another 45 minutes 
while we talked shit.

All too soon it’s time to say our goodbyes. 
Mike G decided to brave the Auckland traffic 
and head straight for home while Trev and 
Pete headed East to Hamilton and Waihi 
respectively and Bryan and Ray headed off to 
home at 2Whatas.

It’s the South Island next year again so 
we are all looking forward to that ride. Pete 
covered himself in glory organizing this year’s 
ride (even at times under controversy) well 
done mate World domination is next. Lots of 
miles under the belt Ray being the shortest 
at 845kms and Mike the longest at 1760 kms.

Great company and great roads on a well-
organized ride, bring on next year we are all 
keen to get back on the road.

Trevor Stapp & Ray Hayward 
TOMCC NZ, Waikato

TOMCC NZ 2018 National Rally ticket for sale
For personal reasons a club member is unable to go to the National 

Rally, therefore his ticket is up for sale at $102, this includes rally entry 
and two breakfasts. Phone 027 941 3360. 

Continued from page 5
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There would have to be very few Triumph owners who don’t remember with fondness the 
Triumph T140 range of bike, particularly the Bonneville T140. Many of us also would have spent 
many a long hour fettling the bike, repairing it, doing a complete overhaul or a full restoration.

Manuals such as those published by Triumph or Haynes would have been pressed into service 
to assist in the task. But what many of the manuals lacked was a sort of “real life” approach 
to the task. This is where one of the latest offerings from Veloce has filled this need with an 
Enthusiatsts Restoration Manual – How to Restore Triumph Bonneville T140 by Mark Paxton.

The author has taken an older T140 and carefully detailed the steps in his own rebuild of the 
bike. In the book he shows how to assess wear in all mechanical components, then assists in 
deciding the most cost effective method of dealing with it. The process is dealt with in detail 
giving the owner the confidence to carry out their own repairs to a high standard, which will be 
both cost effective and satisfying. Brakes, suspension, chromework and trim are all addressed, 
making this an essential purchase for all Triumph 750 owners.

Covering the models from 1973 to 1983, the book is beautifully illustrated with over 900 
detailed colour photos and clear, concise text throughout. The author discusses options, and 
provides advice, on restoration, renovation or repair of components and addresses issues 
not found in traditional workshop manuals. Special tools, their purchase, use and possible 
alternatives are covered as well as advice on what is best left to the professionals.

If you are thinking of carrying out any sort of repairs or renovation of a T140 then this 
book will provide essential and important help in the task. Or, if you would just like to see how 
your T140 goes together this book will be a valuable companion in your life with a Triumph 
Bonneville T140. This is without a doubt one of the best books on motorcycle restoration that 
I’ve seen for a very long time.

120

HOW TO RESTORE TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE T140

8.33 Factory colours changed with 

each model year, but the brochures 

did not always accurately reflect 

those changes. The 1979 publication 

showed a silver and candy red export 

model with gold stripes, which 

was the look I was now aiming for, 

although that combination was never 

put on sale that year.
CANDY

My bike’s paintwork was non-

standard black, and the American 

Title (log book/V5) did not have the 

original colour listed. In 1979, the 

factory churned out bikes for the USA 

in Candy Apple red and black, silver 

and black and, finally, blue and black. 

A glance at the brochure for that 

model year, though, clearly showed 

an export model with a red and silver 

tank. The pin striping was meant to 

be in black for that year’s models, 

although the red/black combo 

definitely carried gold pinstripes in 

the photo, so there were obviously 

some variations. I decided on red and 

silver, with gold striping, on the basis 

that Triumph must have done at least 

one like that, if only for the photo. 

Applying Candy was tricky, as it was 

almost translucent, and had to be 

8.34 The paint needed to be carefully 

measured out in relation to its 

thinners. Plastic measuring cups are 

ideal, and provide a clean receptacle 

in which to mix it all, as well. The 

measuring stick next to the cup 

would have been another option.

8.35 All the paint needed to be 

thoroughly mixed, as it tends to 

settle out in the can when stored. 

Filtering the mixed paint into the gun 

also helps prevent unwanted crusty 

contaminants getting in.

built up with lots of coats. Coverage 

and gun pressure affected the final 

colour, so I decided that it was best 

to do all parts at the same time, to 

make sure everything got an equal 

amount.

8.36 The chosen candy base coat 

was semi-translucent, and the 

colour only started to build up after 

many coats. I think I was up to 

around a dozen before I started to 

think the colour was getting there. 

Once happy, the masking tape was 

carefully removed whilst the paint 

was still slightly tacky. It was a great 

feeling, when the silver resurfaced.

8.37 The fine line tape left a clean 

sharp line between the colours, 

which would not have been possible 

with ordinary masking tape.

8.38 As my hands were not steady 

enough to attempt doing the pin-

striping free style, it was back to 

more tape and masking, once the 

candy had dried. This time, I used 

a combination of tape and plastic 

masking sheet to cover up the areas 
to be protected.

8.39 Gold base coat was then 

applied, and the tape removed, once 

again, before it had fully hardened, 

and still retained some flexibility.LACQUER
This is what would give my bike 

its high gloss shine. Single pack 

lacquer would do the job, but can 

fade quickly; two-pack is far better, 

but you must get the non-isocyanate 

version, as mentioned above. It is 

thicker than its more dangerous 

cousin, and would require more post-

spraying work to get the best finish. 

Alternatively, I could have handed my 

panels over to a pro shop for this final 

critical stage.

8.40 The clear lacquer then went on, 

1K in the gun as a home user, but an 

aerosol remained an option. I have 

used this one before for small parts 

and it gave a decent finish.
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THE FRAME

CENTRE AND SIDE STANDS
The centre stand was secured with 
two shouldered 9⁄16 bolts, which 
were held in place by a pair of 11⁄16 
nuts, either self-locking like mine, 
or with tab washers on the earlier 
bikes. Removal was simple: I was 
able to hold the stand against spring 
pressure to get the bolts out. Once 
off, check that the bolt holes have not 
worn oval, or that the mounting lugs 
are bent. It is not unknown for the 

2.31 The oil filter unit sat at the 
bottom of the oil bearing spine of the frame under this plate.

2.32 With the bottom plate removed, the filter unit was 
trapped between a pair of gaskets 
and, in this case, copious amounts 

of solidified silicone sealant – never a good sign.

2.33 The filter itself was in good 
condition, as new, in fact. They often 

end up split or squashed.

2.34 All the parts were thoroughly 
cleaned; there were new gaskets in 

the engine set I purchased, so it was 
ready to go back into the painted frame.

2.35 The mating surface on the frame 
was carefully cleaned and degreased. 
A thin smear of gasket sealant was 
then added, followed by the first gasket.

2.36 The side of the gasket facing the 
filter unit was then greased and the 

filter inserted. The bottom plate had 
its gasket sealed to the metal, but 
once again, I used grease where it 

met the filter unit, which would make future changes easier

2.37 The cleaned and completed unit, 
bolted back up to the frame, ready to go.

2.38 The centre stand bolted on, 
although the design altered slightly during production.

OIL FILTERAt the bottom of the main tube on 
the underside of the frame lies the 
oil filter. It was under a finned alloy 
plate secured by four 1⁄2in nuts. It 
should be a metal gauze mesh, but 
many bikes have had the original unit 
swapped out for a paper element 
filter, as fitted to the BSA B50. There 
was some debate about the wisdom 
of this modification, as it relied on the 
oil pump having to overcome more 
resistance in the delivery path to the 
engine, which was why most people 
opt for an external unit fitted on the 
return side.

53

ENGINE AND GEARBOX

5.6 … before undoing them, though, 
I decided to remove and tag each 

pushrod in turn.

5.7 With the pushrods out of the way, 
the head bolts could come out.

5.8 A wiggle revealed that three of 
the four sleeved bolts were loose – 

not good.

5.9 There is a tool sold for the bolts, 
although I had a suitable allen key 

socket already.

5.10 The fit of the tool was good, despite its low price.

5.11 With the bolts out, the head was given a couple of gentle taps with a soft 
hammer, side-on to the finning to ensure no damage. This freed it without 

problem.

5.12 The head was lifted, but would not clear the studs, as the pushrod tubes 
were stuck to it. They took some persuasion to release their grip, but, once 

free, the head came away …

EDITOR’S

BOOK
REVIEW

How to Restore  
Triumph 

Bonneville T140
by Mark Paxton

Triumph Past 
& Present

Insurance Repairs Servicing 
and Restoration using factory 

manuals, parts and tools.

Stockists of genuine parts 
on hand for Hinckley 

models as well as service 
and maintenance items for 

Meriden bikes.

In-house machining and 
welding facilities. 

Pick-up and delivery by 
arrangement.

LESS waiting in the workshop 
MORE time spent riding

Den 021 246 3298 
Tim 021 216 1770

Triumph Bonneville T140 by Mark Paxton 
Published by Veloce Publishing Ltd, www.veloce.co.uk

Paperback • 27x20.7cm • 160 pages • 1000 pictures 
ISBN: 978-1-787111-49-3

£45 + P&P (eBook prices vary, and delivery is free)

New Zealand distributors:

South Pacific Book Distributors Limited 
P O Box 303 243, North Harbour 1330, New Zealand 
Telephone 09 448 1591 Free Phone 0508 SPBOOKS 
Email: sales@spbooks.co.nz

Octane Books 
Private Bag 300984, Albany, Auckland 
Ph: 09 524-0138 Email: sales@techbooks.co.nz
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Moose Safari 2017

Once again our merry Moose hunters departed 
their homes to engage in another great TOM-
CC NZ Moose Hunt. But as in life, not all goes 
to plan. One of our team, Bill, a few days before, 
had come off worse on a night time ride in a col-
lision with a wandering cattle beast. A few cuts 
and bruises but he’ll live to ride another day. 
Then unfortunately, Chrissy and Kelvin had to 
depart Te Anau early due to a family bereave-
ment (our thoughts are with you both). So that 
left John, Clive Johnnie and myself to continue 
the traditional ride into Milford Sound.

An early start onto the Milford road ensured 
that we missed most of the tourist buses, and 
yes, unfortunately there are lots of them, but 
nevertheless it is a ride well worth doing at 
least once, and more often if you can manage it.

Once through the Homer tunnel we were 
met with the usually characteristic wet weather typical of the area 
and, after finally arriving at the Blue Duck cafe in Milford Sound, 
performed the obligatory Moose disrobing dance. That is, stripping 
off all our wet weather gear, with the cafe patrons as an audience, and 
draping it wherever we could find somewhere to place waterlogged 
gloves, soggy leggings and dripping jackets!

On our return journey to Te Anau the delightful ride through to 
Gunn’s Camp was too good an opportunity to miss. Gunn’s Camp 
is what’s left of a works camp for the Hollyford road. Remote and 
particularly quirky and, in spite of high rainfall and sandflies, it’s 
well worth a ride down the gravel access road.

During our foray into the Fiordland wilderness, sadly, no wild 
Moose were spotted by our intrepid hunters. But all was not lost 
as we had with us a supply of dry Moose (thanks to my dear wife 
Lisette), which with the addition of a little milk provided a truly 
memorable breakfast before departure back home. Our thanks to 
John for organising an excellent weekend’s riding.

Chocolate Moose 
 for breakfast!

Anyone spotted any Moose yet?

Lunch at Lumsden
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Triumph Owners Motor Cycle Club New Zealand Inc.

TOMCC NZ Canterbury would 
like to invite all present and past 
members, associates and partners to 
participate in the club’s Silver Jubilee celebrations.

Saturday 14th July 2018, at 7pm

The Styx Room, The Redwood, 
340 Main North Rd, Christchurch

Supper will be provided and drinks can be purchased from the bar. 
(sorry guys, these are licensed premises so no b.y.o.)

The Redwood has a range of accommodation at reasonable prices with several 
bars and restaurants and is situated next to shops and a petrol station.

Northlands Mall is a short bus trip away away for the shopping inclined.
Email: reservations@the-redwood.co.nz or phone 03 3529165.

Friday evening will be meet and greet at The Redwood.
Saturday morning we intend to visit the local Triumph dealership followed by a 

short ride to either Mike Pero’s Motorcycle Gallery or some other local attraction.
For out of towner’s, transport if 
required, and billeting, can be 
arranged with local club members.

A limited edition commemorative 
badge will be available at a 

small cost.
If you have any questions 
please ring Chris Reid 
027 226 4375 
(evening is best).

The Members and 
Committee of TOMCC NZ Inc 
welcome the following new 

members to our club
Theo Huijs Wanganui
John Newell Kaikoura
Andrew Beaton Christchurch

WATOC Rally, Hanmer Springs, 2019 – Progress Report
Here’s an update from the Canterbury Area, regarding progress for the 2019 rally. The venue, 
Hanmer Forestry Camp is booked. The camp can sleep approx 200 persons in beds so if you 
get in quick once bookings open you won’t have to tent, although there are plenty of tent sites 
available.

Booking facilities are now being finalised and will be available soon, through Eventbrite, 
along with the normal paper entries. Should you wish, you can go to the TOMCC NZ Inc web-
site rally page, which will take you to the Eventbrite site where you can register your interest 
for the rally (actual booking facility will be available later). There has been great interest from 
the UK and Europe with as many as 80 planning to attend, along with 30 odd from our cousins 
across the Tasman.

Ken Spall and Geoff Walton are actively promoting the rally overseas so visitor numbers 
could increase. So Kiwi TOMCC NZ Inc members will get to meet some neat people and have 
some great conversations with like minded folk from the other side of the world.

TOMCC NZ, Otago Southland

Twisted Thistle 
Tour 2018

All TOMCC NZ members are 
invited to ride all or part of the 

Twisted Thistle Tour.
As with our previous Twisted Thistle 
Tours, this tour, from 5th to 20th Feb 
2018 takes in the ride to, and following 
on, from our TOMCC NZ National Rally 
and is all about riding some of New 
Zealand’s best riding roads.
There are only three planned stops, these 
being Wednesday 7th Feb at Picton and 
Thursday 8th Feb in Taumarunui plus a 
return stop in the Auckland area Sunday 
11th & 12th Feb.
Member’s interested in riding the tour 
on these particular days and wishing to 
secure accommodation with the group 
will need to book in advance. This is 
an all weather tour and other than the 
planned stops, the accommodation is 
“as we go”, so best bring a tent.

For further details and booking 
information contact:
John Witherington 

john.witherington@xtra.co.nz 
Phone 027 247 2853

‘One Stop Complete Sewing Shop’

474 Barrington Street 
Addington, Christchurch 8024 

Phone (03) 339 2464 
Email streetwize@xtra.co.nz 

www.streetwize.co.nz

• Motorcycle leathers a speciality
• Same day service where possible
• While you wait by appointment
• Difficult fitting by appointment 

with Pauline

Open Mon–Fri 9am - 6pm 
Sat 10am - 1pm

Apppointmens only on Saturday

Tailored Clothing Alteration & Repairs 
All styles - Ladies & Mens

Credit Card and Eftpos

Emailing Triumph Times
If you would like to receive 
future copies of Triumph Times 
by email please let me know, my 
contact details are on page 12.

Editor
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The Whitebait Run, November 2017

Excellent turn-out for the Whitebait Run 10th Anniversary

Happy Whitebait ladies

Whitebait Breakfast

Lake Brunner from the Moana Hotel Good times are just 
so exhausting!

On the way up to the Denniston Plateau

Busy buttering for the Whitebait Breakfast
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In September this year, members of TOMCC NZ, Northland 
Chapter held a social gathering to posthumously award a Ten 
Year badge to the late Mal Browning. Mal’s badge was presented 
to Mal’s partner Kat. The occasion was also an opportunity for 
remembrance of Mal.

The late Murray Dunlop’s bike is up for sale. 
It has had a complete rebuild. Also installed 
is Pazon Ignition, solid state rectifier, all LED 
lights and the crank has been balanced. 
The bike runs exceptionally well. Mileage 
on the speedo is 16,222 but cannot 
confirm that this is the correct mileage. 
Current WOF and rego until Jan 2018.

$12,000 or near offer, but open to 
negotiation. Phone 027 376 4119.

Remit to propose an amendment to Rule 16(B) 
of the TOMCC NZ Inc current rules

I propose that Rule 16(B) Proportion of Votes to now read:

Rule 16 (B)  Proportion of Votes
For the purpose of fair representation in each area, the following will apply:
At the Annual General Meeting of the Society, each Area Co-ordinator will be 
entitled to submit one vote on behalf of the area which he or she represents.
Within an Area a minimum of 5 votes must be placed either by email, postal 
vote or at a meeting before the deadline date for a particular vote.

Definition of Area
Definition of an area for the purpose of this rule is:
A City, Town or Region where not less than 5 financial members live and 
are meeting monthly for the purpose of involving themselves in Society 
activities.  Voting for the purpose of proposed rule changes, amendments or 
Officers can only be carried out as per Rule (8).

The balance of Rule 16(B) following the above paragraph remains unchanged.

Voting on this Remit must be carried out according to Rule 16 Amendments to 
the Rules of the Society.

Reasons for this proposed rule change
It will make it easier for Areas with a small membership to retain Area status.
It will also enable new Areas to be set up in parts of the country where Areas do 
not currently exist.

John Milligan 
TOMCC NZ, Canterbury

1977 Triumph 
Bonneville T140 

For Sale

DISCLAIMER
Opinions expressed in this publication are purely 
individual and not to be attributed to the Triumph 
Owners Motor Cycle Club NZ Inc. as a whole. Nor 
does publication imply any endorsement, either by 
Triumph Owners Motor Cycle Club NZ Inc. or by its 
committee.
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It’s all about good communication
For some time now I have been hearing about club rides and 
events that have taken place around the country well after the fact 
and without the rest of us as a national club, or me as Triumph 
Times editor, being informed about them. Your Chapter / Area is 
not a stand-alone club – you are part of a national organisation 
and subject to the purpose and objectives of TOMCC NZ. Part 
of that is sharing information about club rides or events that 
you organise. I find it frustrating and very disappointing that my 
fellow club members will not let me know what is happening in 
our club, making it impossible to promote the events, let alone 
create a story / report for our national newsletter.

We also have our own TOMCC NZ website, area and national 
Facebook pages. All it needs is an email or phone call to pass 
on information that can go into the newsletter, onto our national 
Facebook page and our national website.

This prompts me to make a comment on the overall poor level 
of communication that exists in our club. So, what do we do 
about it? How do we create a culture of passing on information 
about what is happening in our club?

It needs to start from the top. I suggest that the Club President 
or Vice President keep in regular touch with all Area Co-ordinators 
and Club Officers, not only by email but also by phone, at least 
a couple of times a year. Emails have their place, but I fear there 
is a tendency to read them and then forget about it. A phone call 
is more personal and more memorable, the next best thing to 
face-to-face contact. 

I suggest that the Club President or Vice President phone all 
new club members as soon as possible after their membership 
has been accepted. It is this personal touch that is welcoming, 
boosts morale and makes members feel that they really do 
belong to TOMCC NZ.

I suggest that Area Co-ordinators also phone each of the 
members in their area at least a couple of times a year and ask 
them how they are, do they have any concerns that they can help 

with and what events or rides would the member like to organise. 
Of course, in an area that has a large membership this task could 
be delegated to a few members who have been in the club for a 
number of years.

It is also particularly important that contact is maintained 
with members who may be on the outer edges of an Area. They 
are as much part of our club as members in the more densely 
populated areas, and should not be left out in the cold.

I believe that actually talking to each other will create a climate 
of greater communication within our club. Personal phone 
contact between members and club officers, will I’m sure, have a 
positive flow-on effect for our membership as a whole and get us 
all talking and passing on information that matters. 

As I said at the start, your Chapter/Area is not a stand-alone 
club – you are part of a national organisation, so it’s only right 
to keep members around the country informed of what is 
happening in your area. Other members are then able to join you 
on whatever rides or events you are organising. We must learn 
to communicate and co-operate with each other more effectively 
than we are doing at present. 

You as a member are of course free to contact your Area 
Co-ordinator or any of the club officers if you have an issue of 
concern, or if you want help to organise a ride or an event. Some 
of our Areas do have good resources that can be used for such 
purposes, just ask – once more, its about communication.

So, if you are planning any sort of activity that you are 
organising please let the rest of the Chapters/Areas around 
the country know in plenty of time if possible. All TOMCC 
NZ members are entitled to take part in any event we 
organise, wherever it may be in the country, so please tell 
us about it. And afterwards don’t forget to let me have your trip 
report and photos.

Ken Spall 
Editor, Triumph Times

COMMENT FROM THE EDITOR

For many years now TOMCC NZ Canterbury 
members have been attending the annual 
Globetrotter Challenge run by BRONZ in Ti-
maru. This year 5 of us headed down bright 
and early on Saturday morning for a 10.30am 
meet at Caroline Bay in Timaru.

After catching up with our old mates, rid-
ers were given a list of instructions to follow 
and bikes are set off in minute intervals with 
both the start time and milage being recorded.

The expectation is to keep to the aver-
age speed for each section without taking a 
wrong turn and increasing the optimum mi-
lage. Several questions and tasks are also 

required which all add or subtract from the 
overall score.

After negotiating dairy cows, tractors, 
country pubs and other unexpected obstacles 
on some of South Canterbury’s finest back 
roads, we arrived at a scout camp inland from 
Waimate.

A bonus for the night was when the organ-
isers said we could use the bunk rooms and 
there was no need to pitch a tent although I 
did notice the odd tent going up. After a sup-
plied evening meal and an ale or two to wash 
it down we settled in for the night in front of a 
blazing open fire in the scout den.

Prizegiving followed with club member 
Pete Williams with Pauline on the back being 
2nd overall and myself taking out 3rd spot. Al 
Campbell, myself and Timaru mate Rowdy 
came 1st in the team event.

A big thanks to Morris Jones and his 
BRONZ helpers for putting on this great and 
friendly event which happened to be their 
25th anniversary Globetrotter. 

Chris Reid 
TOMCC NZ, Canterbury

Canterbury winners in Globetrotter Challenge
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Triumph Times Editor: Ken Spall
Phone 03 489 -1740

Email: spall@callsouth.net.nz
7 Glasgow Street, Mosgiel, 
Otago 9024, New Zealand

The deadline for the next issue of 
Triumph Times is 1 March 2018

In an earlier article in the Triumph Times a 
challenge was issued to “Bring out the ‘The Hot 
Ones for 2019”. Some have taken up the call 
and risen to the challenge – ready up people its 
Game On!
This is a call to all our members thoughout New 
Zealand, to get that re-build finished, to get that 
bit of chroming finally done, to get that paint job finished that 
you’ve promised yourself for so long.
Prepare some of your best or orginal Triumph motor cycles to 
bring along to the 2019 WATOC Rally of the Year.
To encourage you in your efforts, the Otago and Southland Chapter 
will be sponsoring a prize to be 
awarded at the WATOC Rally of 
the Year for the best restored 
or re-built Triumph.

Christmas greetings 
to you all and I hope 

to see as many of 
you as possible at 

the rally in February. 
Please ride safe, keep a 

sharp eye open for the silly 
season idiots who are out there 
to get you and make the most 
of the summer riding season, 
and don’t forget that I want lots 
of stories and photos of your 
summer riding exploits.

Ken Spall
Editor, Triumph Times


