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I would have liked to thank the organising 
committee of the Annual rally in Tuakau 
for the Hard Luck Award in person but 
unfortunately never made it, however I 
did learn a few things along the way !

It started when I bought the Daytona 
back in September last year, it had stood 
unused for sometime – Lesson 1, if a bike 
is not being used there is a good reason!

To be on the safe side I decided to get it 
fully serviced, including valves shimmed 
up and new brake discs. I got it back and 
for the fi rst day or so it was great, but then 
as the weather got warmer and the engine 
ran hotter a misfi re at low speed kicked 
in – Lesson 2, always check the bike in all 
the expected conditions it will be used in.

After some investigation we worked out 
it was a coil breaking down and a leaking 
petrol tap. So this was fi xed using parts 
sourced from the UK and this all happened 
between Xmas and New Year – Lesson 3, 
although its nice to be able to use genuine 
factory parts there are alternatives out 
there, and sometimes getting stuff from 
overseas can be quicker and cheaper. 

So fi nally we had a bike to ride from 
Christchurch to Auckland for the National 
Rally in February. So holiday from work 
booked, fl ights from China booked ( I work 
overseas), ferry booked, accommodation 
in Wellington booked. 

The Wednesday before the rally I get 
back from China, spend the evening 
packing the bags, checking the route, and 
9 o’clock the next morning we are on the 
road. Had a great ride up through Cheviot, 
past Kaikoura, through Blenhiem to Picton 
only to arrive 2 hours early, for a boat that 
ended up an hour late, so 3 hours sat in 
Picton – lesson 4, get your timing right; 
there is nothing to do in Picton !

So we get on the boat, have something 
to eat, and fi nally 30 minutes after docking 
we get off the boat at 11.00 pm – Lesson 
5 with the ferries, fi rst one on last one 
off, arrive late !! So we ride round to the 
YHA where we have stayed many times 
before, park the bike up next to the main 
entrance, lock it and disappear for some 
well earned shut eye. 

Next morning early start, 600km to 
do, so I pack while Chris goes down for a 
coffee, two minutes later I get a call, come 
downstairs the bikes on its side in a pool 
of oil – shit !! So rush down, one look and 

I know that’s the end of the journey, both 
footpegs broken on one side and silencer 
pushed into the rear wheel – Lesson 6 
always where possible lock your bike up to 
something so it can’t fall over (should have 
known this coming from Christchurch).

 We were 100% sure the bike had not 
fallen over on its own, and from later 
looking at CCTV footage we saw a young 
guy at 3.30 am just walk straight up to the 
bike and pull it over. 

So sort out a rescue plan to get us back 
home. First thought AA, I have home 
recovery – should be no problem. “Sorry, 
act of vandalism, you are not covered”. 
Okay lets try the insurance, surely that 
will be covered. “Sorry , act of vandalism, 
you are not covered” – Lesson 7 read the 
small print, and think what you say when 
you speak to them, if it had been a simple 
accident we would have been covered. 
So instead we had to fi nd somewhere to 
store the bike until we could arrange for 
someone to pick it up, and organise bus 
tickets to get back down to Christchurch.

So we learned a few things that 
weekend.  But we also learned what good 
friends we have. Many thanks to staff at 
the YHA Wellington, all at Street and Sport, 

especially Phil for going the extra mile on 
Boxing day, Wellington M/C’s for storing 
the bike for free, Sprint Manufacturing 
in UK for fast and cheap spares, Wayne 
Woodward for an awful lot of running 
about – there’s a bottle of JB waiting mate, 
and last but not least my long suffering 
partner Chris whose only comment was 
that she was pissed off because this bike 
has a really comfortable seat !

Geoff Walton and Chris Devos
Cantebury TOMCC

Lessons Learned !!!
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The Bonnie had been running like crap 
last time I rode it – I made the mistake of 
washing the motor the weekend before 
and got water in the carbs. Cleaned the 
carbs out and it ran well until half way to 
Andy’s place (Haumarana) for Jo to pick 
up the van and pop-top camper when it 
started spluttering again. Got to Andy’s 
and pulled the air cleaner rubber boot 
off to discover that the choke had stuck 
closed. Easy fi x and off to meet the others 
at the Whakarewarewa BP.

The plan was to ride via Gentle Annie if 
the weather was okay and Napier Taupo 
if wet. The only fl aw in this plan was the 
fi rst stop was at Turangi for fuel some 
50km past the Napier Taupo turnoff. Yes 
it was raining when we hit Turangi and 
it got worse across the Desert Road. We 
pulled over at a layby on the Desert Road 
for Andy to clear the Norton fuel lines due 
to a failed DIY tank lining system – why 
do we muck around with “economical” 
quick fi xes?

Also at the layby were a couple of 
English rugby supporters following the 
world cup, they’d had a puncture in their 
camper van. After Jo watched them trying 
to work a jack for a bit it became too 
painful and she dragged me and Jonnie 
Blom over to help. 

Typical kiwis, we had the van jacked up 
and wheel off before the Brits got the spare 
out of the back of the van and quickly sent 
them on their way. Makes you wonder 
how they managed to manufacture such a 
fi ne machine as the Triumph Bonneville.

Gentle Annie – the weather cleared and 
it was a fantastic ride. I had not done this 
ride from Taihape to Napier, only in the 
other direction (me on the Trident/Jo on 
the Honda) when it was gravel. Taihape 
– Napier is defi nitely the way to go – the 
road winds down into the Springvale 
valley with spectacular views of the river 
and bluffs.

Regrouped at Fernhill where Brandon 
proudly asserted he knew the way to the 
rally site and sped off on his BMW. By 
the time he’d made a second wrong turn 
Larraine’s B31 peeled off the back of the 
bunch with me behind her and made our 
way to Clive to fi ll up. The rest of the 
group continued following Brandon and 
met up with us at Clive, eventually.

Lovely curried sausages  after putting 
the tents up for some and throwing the 
airbed into the back of Andy’s van for us, 
followed by a great night watching the 
mighty All Blacks (thanks to a big screen 
TV erected in the hall by the Nitschke’s, 
Tauranga Classic Club) over a beer or two 
or three – who’s counting.

Usual rally programme the next day.
Bike judging and ride through Hawkes 
Bay countryside stopping at the Patangata 
Pub. Jo and I headed for Napier after the 
ride for oysters and crayfi sh at Hawkes 
Bay Seafoods (cnr Pandora St/West Quay 

Hawkes Bay Classic Rally

highly recommended) and then spent the 
afternoon cruising around a few wineries.

Saturday night after the dinner and 
prize-giving it was party time in the hall 
with a band playing. We caught up with 
old friends, as we hadn’t attended this rally 
for several years, did a bit of boogying 
around to the band and generally had a 
good time. Next morning, shock horror, 
they ran out of tea bags! I can remember 

(vaguely) when we were able to drink the 
organisers out of booze.

Disappointing start to the day the, 
only two bikes that had diffi culty getting 
started were both Triumphs and one of 
them was in our group – bugger. Still we 
got him going and after meeting at Bay 
View to fi ll up it was a great blast to the 
Tarawera tavern for lunch. 

Andy’s Norton didn’t quite make it as it 
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stopped just short with what later turned 
out to be a minor electrical fault. Not a 
bad effort as it was the Norton’s fi rst 
outing for seven years. There is however 
an alternative view that Andy noticed 
the torrential rain approaching over the 
hill ahead and ‘accidentally’ dislodged a 
connector to retire to the comfort of the 
van. 

We all got absolutely drenched through 
Taupo to Rotorua where we dropped off 
the van and pop-top before heading over 
the hill to Papamoa. Apart from Andy’s 
Norton all bikes ran well, 2 BSA singles, 
‘67 Norton Dommie, my ‘71 Bonnie, a 
T140, Interstate Commando, 80’s BMW 
Moto Guzzi with sidecar and two moderns, 
Suzuki and Yammie. 

The Hawkes Bay classic rally is a very 
well run event with a fantastic ride over 
the ranges and highly recommended.

Geoff Morgan
Hawkes Bay

Fun and games getting home from the National Rally – here goes, 
another small story.

Rennie and I left the rally site at an early time thinking we would 
get home up north before it was time for the pubs to open, other wise 
as you do you have to stop somewhere for a bit of lunch, and that 
would make us getting home later than what would be good for us.

Anyway we were ripping along the motorway at a reasonable 
speed when just to piss us off it started to rain, and after got a bit 
wind burnt on Saturday it felt like my forehead was getting cut to 
pieces by glass. But that soon passed and we were having the time of 
our live’s cruising along – great riding the motorway by the way.

Well, just back from windy ridge south of Warkworth on the up hill 
with passing lanes and corners, the bloody accelerator cable broke, 
and the knob up by the twist handle came off. My cable is about 
two and half meters long, and it happened  just as I was going up 

the passing lane and thinking how well the Trike was running and 
purring along. I had just passed a truck and three cars and pulled 
back into the left lane when it happened, gee you should have seen 
the place where I had to stop, it was out of my control half off the 
road with only the width of the wheel of fl at ground. As I got off the 
Trike I also slipped down the bloody hill a small way.

Anyway Rennie had been in front and for about 5 kms didn’t notice 
that I wasn’t behind him. Lucky he came back. We got the cable out 
of the holder and tried to pull it to get going, but it cut my hand a bit, 
well a lot, but we fi nally got it to the top of the hill just idling in 1st

gear until we hit some wider part off the road. That’s when Mozzy 
turned up to help us out (he also had some spanners).

We screwed a wire joiner at the broken end of the cable and so 
we had a pull-me cable.Now let me tell you pulling on that cable and 
changing gear soon become a sore thing.While riding along I found 

out so many ways how to keep the 
speed up, pulling it, tying it around my 
leg brace and moving the leg a bit and 
when that got too sore for my back to 
pulling it until I was just about home.

Hurtling along the Ruawai straights 
and Dargaville straights I found that 
the cable would reach the left hand 
handle grip and with the wire clamp 
on the end of it I found I could hold it 
there and use my thumb to hold the 
cable at a tight speed while holding the 
right handlebar. I would speed up a bit 
on left hand bends when they came up 
if you didn’t slacken it of a bit.

Did you know riding my Trike is 
a bit like riding an old Triumph, the 
smell of oil, the things that break, the 
way you repair it on the road side, its 
all in a days outing and you enjoy it 
– lots of laughs.

 But apart from that we had a great 
time.

Cheers, Bulldozer
TOMCC Northland

Another experience for Bulldozer
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*** Sharon’s Pride and Joy *** Sharon’s Pride and Joy *** ***

Sandy Henry’s beautifully turned out 1972 Tiger. A “Best British” winner at 
the 2004 Little River Rally. Sandy has also had wins with her 2007 Harley 
Softail Deuce at the Matai Rally 2007 and 2008. 

2012
TOMCC Calendar

This is a high quality professionally 
produced calendar. A3 size, spiral 
bound of 12 pages and produced on 
high quality glossy paper, depicting a 
wide range of member’s Triumphs. 
Cost is $20 each plus postage.

John’s contact number is
(03) 3396430

or e-mail: jandwmilligan@gmail.com

DISCLAIMER
Opinions expressed in this publication are purely individual and not to be attributed to the Triumph Owners

Motor Cycle Club (NZ) Inc. as a whole. Nor does publication imply any endorsement, either by
Triumph Owners Motor Cycle Club (NZ) Inc. or by its committee.

Sandy’s Pride and Joy

I thought you might like to know that my gorgeous little 
Granddaughter, Harlow Grace Rowan Pikari entered 
the world on Saturday 18 February, weighing 7lb 7oz at 
5.29pm. Mum, Dad and Harlow doing very well. She looks 
just like a little doll, very cute. Even those non biased 
have said the same so it isn’t just me, ha ha. It was an 
honour to be present at her birth and I am so proud of 
my daughter Amie and her partner David. Thank you to 
all who have sent messages to me and my family.

Sharon Rowan
Wanganui TOMCC

Hawke’s Bay
Triumph owners
Do we have the interest in this
area to get things going again?

I propose a meeting to
discuss this possibility.

Sunday 25 March
Puketapu pub at 12pm

Sunday 25 March
Puketapu pub at 12pm

Sunday 25 March

If you can’t make it but you’re still 
keen to see things going again please 
contact me either by email:

steverk@xtra.co.nz or text to
027 454 2224. Phone 06 838 8380.

I hope to see some interest at the pub 
on the 25th. If the weather is crap, drive 
your car if you have to. Its important 
that you are there.



5

Nigel and Sue
22 October 2011

What a great weekend for a wedding 
– the Greymouth Street Races and 
a really good turnout of family and 
friends from TOMCC supporting the 
happy couple. After a typically West 
Coast wet start to the day the big 
yellow emerged and gave its blessing 
to us all attending Sue and Nigel’s 
special occasion which took place in 
the Greymouth Cemetery.
The ceremony, conducted with dignity 
and a sense of joyful sensitivity, was 
followed later that evening with a right 
ol’ knees-up at the historic Revington’s 
hotel in central Greymouth.
I am sure all our TOMCC members 
would support me in wishing the new 
Mr and Mrs Starkie lots of happiness 
and prosperity.

Ken Spall
TOMCC Otago and Southland



TOMCC NZ Inc
2012 National Rally, Tuakau
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Fish ‘n’ Chips at Jackson Bay, deepest South Westland – January 2012
Friday up to Wanaka, trying – on a T100 
Bonneville – to keep up with Barry on his 
beautifully tricked-out Rocket 3 in 80 km/h 
side winds is proving to be a bit of handful. 
Barry said later “did you feel that wind on 
that corner?” “What corner would that have 
been Barry? – I was leaned over on the 
straights!”

Up early next morning to a brilliant sunny day 
and on our way out of Wanaka we got ourselves 
caught up in a cycle race with a number of roads 
closed and traffi c re-directed. 

In the confusion Pete, on his T140 Bonnie, 
fi nds himself as part of the race riding along  
a spectator-lined street. He is then directed 
by one of the race marshals the wrong way 
and not knowing where he was going, ends 
up doing a lap of the track and crosses the 
fi nish line to the applause and cheers of the 
crowd and the announcer calling over the 
loud speaker “Here comes Evel Kneivel on 
the T140”. You should have stuck around for 
prize-giving Pete!

Wanaka to Lake Hawea is usually a ten 
minute ride but became somewhat of a 
snail’s pace taking about 40 minutes due 
to the sights of Lycra clad female cyclists 
being a distraction. We fi nally arrived at 
Lake Hawea along with a queue of furiously 
pedalling cyclists and met up with Pat, 
Liz and Ken who were just fi nishing a late 
breakfast. Absolutely glorious ride through 
to Makarora, taking note of the large notice 
shortly after Hawea warning of a high crash 
rate for motorcyclists on this stunning 
stretch of lakeside road.

By the time we’ve sorted out our gear and 
accommodation at Makarora we’re ready for 
our run through to Haast, but oh, woe is Pat 
– he is struck with hunger pains, “Salmon  I 

want Salmon for lunch” (its usually “I want 
bacon”), and immediately Liz is also struck 
down by this gut gripping malady.

“I suppose you two want chips with that?” 
“Why not” says Pat. “Ok then why don’t we 
go to the fi sh and chip shop at Jackson’s 
Bay”. And with that we’re off to the chippy.

Now discussion about the escape ramp 
at the Gates of Haast comes up and another 
trip may be planned – to take a couple of 
scramblers in and try it out to see what’s at 
the top of it. For those who don’t know, the 
ramp is made up into the hill side and is a 
last ditch attempt to save yourself in an event 
of brake failure going down to the Gates of 
Haast bridge.

 So about an hour later the pace is on as 
Pat and Liz’s hunger becomes ever more 
urgent. The Cray Pot at Jackson Bay is the 
place to go and well worth the trip it is too. 
The lunch choices are great and our meal 
in bright sunshine on the waterfront was an 
experience to be savoured. 

Equally the ride back to Makarora was 
just as good as going in. To have two Haast 

Pass rides in one day in brilliant weather is 
a rare treat. 

In the company of a Thunderbird and 
Rocket 3 the sight of Petes T140 pulling out 
of line on a steep incline passing newer bikes 
is a sight to be seen and not forgotten.

John Witherington
Otago and Southland TOMCC
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Name Rider/Passenger Club Bike(s) Events Kilometres
John Curtis Rider TOMCC-UK Daytona 675/SE 10 7940
Kees Stappershoef Rider TOCN Bonneville 2010 7 5465
Dave Thomsom Rider TOMCC-UK Thruxton 900 5 5414
Erik Hundsdahl Rider TMCOC-DK Speed Triple 1994 8 5233
David Butler Rider TOMCC-UK Bonneville T100 6 5109
Nel v/d Broek Rider TOCN Street Triple 675 6 4668
Martin Kerwin Rider TOMCC-UK Tiger 955 3 4553
George Heeres Rider TOCN Trident T150V 1974 5 4136
Andy Pile Rider TOMCC-UK Tiger 1050 8 3973
Garry Perkins Rider TOMCC-UK Rocket III 7 3292
Eva Nilsson Passenger TOMCC-S Rocket III 2006 6 3270
Mats “Otto” Nilsson Rider TOMCC-S Rocket III 2006 6 3270
Lucy Tenen Passenger TOMCC-UK Rocket III 6 2880
Peter Nettler Rider TMOC D T300/ T140V 4 2304
Tommy Johanson Rider TOMCC-S Sprint ST `02/Bonneville `05 4 2108
Diane Shilling Passenger TOMCC-UK Tiger 955i/Trident 900 Outfi t 6 2020
Roy Shilling Rider TOMCC-UK Tiger 955i/Trident 900 Outfi t 6 2020
Niels Jensen Rider TMCOC-DK Thunderbird 1996 4 1865
John Witherington Rider TOMCC-NZ Trophy T100C `68/Bonnie `07 3 1808
Ken Spall Rider TOMCC-NZ Thunderbird `03/Bonnie `08 3 1426
Stephan Döpper Rider TMOC D Daytone 955i 2004 3 1416
André Chardin Rider CTF Triton 1955 3 1400
Kent Karlson Rider TOMCC-S Daytona 3 1400
Jean Claude Temporelli Rider CTF Ariel/Velocette/Triton `55 3 1380
Philippe Alleton Rider CTF Bonneville T140 1978 3 1350
Dan Christoffersen Rider TMCOC-DK BONNEVILLE t140 1981 5 1302
Kent-Olof Sjölin Rider TOMCC-S Daytona 4 1250
Ted Gould Rider TOMCC-UK Sprint ST 955i 3 1232
Palle Sørensen Rider TMCOC-DK Speed Triple/Tiger 650 3 1168
Peter Kos Rider TOCN Thunderbird/Trident T150 `72 3 1149
Philippe Colombo Rider CTF Bonneville T120 1972 3 1130
Jean Pierre Grimaldi Rider CTF Norton Commando 1972 3 1080
Adrie van Kooten Rider TOCN Trident T150V 3 972
Phil Loom Rider TOMCC-UK Street Triple R 675 2011 6 893
Birthe Munk Rider TMCOC-DK Bonneville T100 2002 4 759
Palle Munk Rider TMCOC-DK Sprint RS 955i 2001 4 759
Olivier Raquois Rider CTF Bonneville T140 1988 2 680
Dick Barth Rider TOCN Tiger 750 Outfi t/Bonnie US 3 676
Jean Phillipe Landry Rider CTF Triton 1962 2 550
Will Tolson Rider CTF BSA A10 1959 2 530
Pierre Fischer Rider CTF BSA B33 2 530

And those who almost made it. Better luck next year.
Les Merrison Rider TOMCC-UK Sprint 900 2 945
Ulf Frössling Rider TOMCC-S Tiger 1050 2 770
Albert Heemstra Rider TOCN Bonneville T140V/Sprint 900 2 469
Nicole Terfl ing Rider TMOC D Street Triple 2 356
Heike Nettler Rider TMOC D T300 2 281

WATOC 2011 Challenge Results

A WORD FROM OUR NEW CLUB PRESIDENT
Just a quick word from me to introduce myself, My name is Glenn 
Mills and I’m from the Auckland area. I’ve been a member of 
TOMCC for nearly 20 years now and have been Auckland area 
coordinator for the last four years. I’m honoured to have been 
elected president and will endeavour to do my best for the club.

I have a number of Triumphs (most in various states of disrepair), 
but this fact actually aids me in hiding the exact number of bikes I 
have from the wife’s prying eyes! She just doesn’t understand the 
true nature of a classic bike enthusiast. TradeMe is a dirty word in 
our house and she just shakes her head in disgust when another 
mystery package arrives on the doorstep, but I’m sure this is a 
sentiment echoed throughout homes all over NZ.

As president I’m hoping to get out and about a bit more and get to 
meet a lot more of you on my travels. I’ll be doing my best to increase 
club membership and overall exposure, if any of you have any ideas 
or suggestions, or want to open an area (plenty of opportunity in the 

South Island) let one of the committee know.Any feedback is most 
appreciated. Shortly the club’s website will be overhauled, keep an 
eye out for that. And in the future I will be doing my best to promote 
the fact that this club of ours will be 20 years old.

As newly elected president I might be stepping down from my role 
as Auckland area coordinator, so if there is anyone out there willing 
to put their hand up and take the reins please give me a call. It’s not 
a massive undertaking, it involves writing a bi monthly newsletter, 
leading the monthly club meetings and organising the odd social 
get together and our annual poker run (which always has a lot of 
help from club members). It’s a lot of fun and very rewarding. 

That’s about it from me, but as I said before I look forward to 
catching up with members in the not so distant future and please 
feel free to contact me with any ideas or concerns you may have.

Glenn Mills
TOMCC President
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Nige phoned me two weeks or so before 
the National Rally and said, “are you going 
up?” I answered, “if you are going, so will I”. 
Ferry tickets booked and proposed route 
planned, we met at the Amberley pub, Nige 
ariving dead on 10.30. A fi ne trip up to stay 
at his mother in law’s fl at at Blenheim. Don’t 
snigger, his mother in law’s sister, who lives 
next door, makes her own sprirts – rum!

Crossed over the strait with no hassles. 
On board met some ‘riders from the dark 
side’. It was fun watching them failing to 
negotiate the curving wet railway lines on 
the wharf and fun overtaking them shortly 
afterwards, in pouring rain. To look staunch 
they don’t use visors or goggles.

Rain stopped near Levin and fi ne up to the 
Critereon pub at Bulls. Up with an early start 
to try and catch up with Woody and John 
Witherington. They had left Stratford  to do 
the Forgotten Highway and to their surprise 
we met them at the famous Whangamomona 
Pub. Ah, my old BMW likes the short stretch 
of shingle, and with a toot in the tunnel, we 
met up again, travelling up to stay the night 
at Taumarunui. RSA across the road got our 
cash that night.

Short ride to Raglan, Nige and I stayed 
in the pub, John and Woody stayed in the 
camping ground.Tried to follow a group of 
riders going our way, but John and I lost 
them, we were taking a round about way via 
Huntly, to get to Tuakau.

We all, Woody, Nige, John and I, arrived 
around mid-day at Tuakau. It was hot. All we 
wanted to do was get out of our riding gear 
and cool off! We were told by other riders, 

who had already been up to the site, that 
they would not be ready for us until 2.30 so a 
short trip to the nearest bar seemed in order. 
How the time fl ies when you are in a pub! 

The accomodation was in the dorms of the 
old Marist Brother college, good and clean. 
Once establishing where the bar was, we set 
up shop outside in a shaded spot. We had 
a good yarn to ‘Bondy’ from Gisborne. He 
entertained us for a couple of hours with 
his job stories about useless pricks being 
in charge of industrial boilers that were 
capable of blowing the plant and surounding 

neighbourhood to kingdom come. He 
invited us to stay with him any time we were 
passing through. 

On Saturday afternoon most went  for a 
ride along roads we had been on Friday, so 
Nige and I went our own way – across the  
motorway and around the many bays and 
fi shing spots south east of Auckland.

Good rally, pity about only a hundred or 
so turning up. Great site, and for me it was 
amusing, since it was here that the Marist 
Brothers wanted me to come in the late 
1960’s, to train as a Marist teacher. I had a 

Up to the Rally and back again
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A High Visibility Vest May Have Saved My Life

good yarn to Shaun and his father, who now 
own the place. A big thanks too to those 
kind people who found and returned  Nige’s 
I-phone!

Well a wet trip around the Coromandel 
to stay ay the Rob Roy pub at Waihi run by 
a joker named Kevin. Kevin is one of those 
jokers that should NOT run a pub. Doors 

close st 5pm each night – for paying guests 
as well. Fawlty Towers comes to mind. He 
retreats to his room and locks his door! 
Bottle shop next door, so we surived the 
night. Got a great Thai meal down the road 
too. 

Off again the next day, still in the rain  and 
we both decided that we had had enough 

of North Island rain. Lets go home! Stop at 
Taupo and down to Otaki, where we stayed 
at the Railway pub. Great biker friendly 
place. Huge meals!!

Still in the rain, down to catch the ferry. 
Blue skies awaited us at Picton. The best 
ride down the Kaikoura coast and back to 
my RED stickered home in Christchurch.

Willie, Canterbury TOMCC

I have been told by many motorists that motorbike riders who 
are all in black, including their helmets, are very hard to see.

I usually wear an orange vest when travelling long distances 
but have always found someone wearing a yellow vest, or 
jacket with the yellow on it, is seen a lot easier. I kept saying I 
would get a yellow vest but never seemed to get around to it.

At the National Rally, held at Tuakau this year, the District 
Council were giving out the yellow vest for free. I was given 
two. One for me, the other for my partner (whom I knew 
would not be keen to wear it). I saw many a male rider shrug 
off the offer of a free vest.

Dave however did wear his new vest, when we both went on 
his bike, to Helensville through the rush hour traffi c on the 
Monday after the rally. 

On leaving the rally I put on my vest, only to be ridiculed 
by a couple of members of my club (Wanganui TOMCC). 
I replied that I was not ashamed to wear a vest and that I’d 
rather been seen and alive than be seen dead. 

Wednesday we left Ngaruawhia and headed for Turangi. I 
was wearing my bright new vest and Dave had his vest over 
his pack. By the time we reached Hamilton it was raining. 
As we moved down the country the rain got heavier until 
visibility was almost impossible. I could see Dave in front of 
me only because of the bright yellow vest on his pack.

When we stopped at Tokoroa a white van pulled up beside 
us. Three young guys got out and came over to us. They said 
they had been following me for several kms and if I hadn’t 
been wearing the bright coloured vest they would not have 
seen me in the heavy rain and would more than likely have hit 
me. They congratulated me on wearing something that was 
of high visibility.

The moral of this story is Stay Safe, Be Seen. Don’t be 
ashamed or intimidated to wear a high visibility vest or jacket 
when riding your bike. It may just save your life.

Mary Eggers
Wanganui TOMCC



12��

��������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������������ ������������������������������������������������������������������������

���������������������������
��������������������

���������������

���������������

�����������
�����������

�������������
�������������

����������������������������

��������������������������������
�����������������

�����������������������������
����������������������������������

�����������

��������������������������
�������������������������

����������������

���������������������Waiheke Island Overnighter
Our Waiheke Island is open to all TOMCC members and we are all welcome to 
go over there at any time of the year.
This trip is to help Steve & Jae as half the rego will be given to Steve & Jae as a 
Koha. As most of us know Jae had a very bad stroke and is not the best and its 
hard to be in this sort of situation.
We are hoping to have a great time on the Saturday at their Market day,  have a 
show of bikes and a trip around the Island sightseeing. Also a friend who lives 
over there has offered members a day out cruising and fi shing on his boat if you 
want a great day out on the water.
This will be updated as we get nearer to the day, as we have to fi nd out ferry 
pricing closer to the time as this changes, plus fi nd out departure times
Please let all your local members know about this trip. We hope to see you there.

 (Bulldozer) Bill Spice
 

 

 

NORTHLAND TOMCC SOCIAL RIDE TO 
Waiheke Island  

All TOMCC Members welcome 

13th – 14th – 15th April 2012 

Registration for this ride is $20.00 per person 

This can be paid once we are all over at Steve’s place and when paid will receive a blue wrist band  

Venue: Steve & Jae’s, 138 Trig Hill Road, Onetangi 

PRE 1980s Waiheke Triumph club house 

Bring your tent you can buy your alcohol and soft drinks over there. 

Contacts: Bill Spice 02102321652    (09) 439-0467 

Billy Ponsonby: (09) 431-6875 

______________________________cut along here _________________________________ 

Pre pay details Post to: Bill Ponsonby, PO Box 67, Paparoa, Northland  

Name: ………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Address: ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

                 ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

Phone: ………………………………… Email ………………………………………………… 

Pre paid by 24 / 2 / 2012,    Receipt and wrist band will be posted back to all Pre paid   
Northland Triumph Owners Motor Cycle Club, Waiheke trip 2012 

Northland TOMCC Social Ride
to Waiheke Island

2012 TOMCC Committee
As confi rmed at our AGM our new committee 
members are:

President GLENN MILLS, Auckland
Vice President JOHN WITHERINGTON
   Otago and Southland
Membership Secretary SHARON ROWAN, Wanganui
Treasurer JOHN MILLIGAN, Canterbury
Newsletter Editor KEN SPALL
   Otago and Southland
Regalia Offi cer CHRIS SMITH, Franklin

Chapter co-ordinators are:

Northland BILL (BULLDOZER) SPICE

Auckland GLENN MILLS

Franklin  MIKE MAY

Waikato  RAY HAYWARD

Taranaki JEFF THOMSON

Wanganui WAYNE (BEANO) BENNY

Wellington KEVIN McLOUGHLIN

Canterbury PETER FREE

Otago &
Southland JOHN WITHERINGTON

Manawatu is at present vacant. For Central Plateau 
contact RICHARD (DIGS) YOUNG and for Gisborne area 
contact ARTHUR BOND.

Triumph Times Editor: Ken Spall
Phone 03 489 -1740 email: spall@callsouth.net.nz

7 Glasgow Street, Mosgiel Otago, 9024, New Zealand
The deadline for the next issue of Triumph Times is 1 June 2012

WATOC – your international connection!
Check out the website for more details:

http://sites.google.com/site/watoctriumph/
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Meeting opened at 9.10a.m. by Wayne Benny (Beano), 
incumbent President, who welcomed persons attending 
the meeting and thanked Franklin for their hosting of this 
rally to this point.

Apologies
Geoff Walton; Chris Devos, Sharon Rowan, Keith Randle, 
Ken Spall, Bruce McLean, Sue Weeks.

Minutes of last AGM
(held at Scoutlands in Wanganui 12/02 2011.)
These were taken as read and correct. Apart from 
incorrect listing as 20th AGM, should have read 17th AGM. 
M: Graham ?(270) S: John Witherington(48) Carried.
Note: Minutes pertaining to 16th AGM were to be 
amended: should have read “geographical regions of New 
Zealand” not “of South Island” (thanks JM)

Pesidents’ report
Read and tabled.

Treasurer’s report
Read out, discussed and tabled. M: Bob Anderson S: Alan 
Brown (73) Carried unanimously.

Membership Secretary
Sharon’s report was read out by Wayne Woodward on her 
behalf, and tabled.

Newsletter Editor
Ken Spall’s report was read out by Beano on Ken’s behalf. 
Discussion about web-site rebuild ensued. The executive 
committee have already taken steps to address the issue 
which will hopefully see another member take on that 
role under the careful scrutiny of your committee. Thanks 
Ray H. Members present indicated this was acceptable to 
them. Ray Hayward mentioned what a great job Ken does, 
endorsed by meeting. Report tabled.

Regalia
Chris gave an account of the state of this portfolio. 
Excellent Chris.

National Committee positions
The only position which required a vote was Vice President 
/Secretary; all other positions were fi lled as nominated 
(there being no other contenders for these positions.)
Your new Vice President / Secretary is John Witherington 
of Southland/Otago. Congratulations John and also to the 
other offi cers of the Club.
Get behind these people, they are the pillars of your Club.

Chapter co-ordinators are:
Northland: Bill (Bulldozer) Spice
Auckland: Glenn Mills
Franklin: Mike May
Waikato: Ray Hayward
Taranaki: Jeff Thomson
Wanganui: Wayne (Beano) Benny
Canterbury: Peter Free
Otago & Southland: John Witherington
Wellington and Manawatu are at present vacant and for 
Central Plateau contact Richard (Digs) Young and for 
Gisborne area contact Arthur Bond.

Treasurer: John Milligan
Newsletter Ed: Ken Spall
Regalia: Chris Smith
Membership Sec: Sharon Rowan
And of course your new National President is Glenn Mills 
of Auckland. Congratulations Glenn and I’m sure you’ll 
have the full and comprehensive backing of all TOMCC 
members. 

General Business:-

1. The history of TOMCC publication was progressing, 
with a further insert to be completed and the cost of 
printing projected to be about $6.00 per copy. This 
cost was to be carried by the club. Thanks Ken and 
John.

2. A general discussion around members belonging to 
more than one like-club was settled around the realms 
of respect and behaviour. The constitution provides 
for re-dress of concerns around these issues should 
they arise at all. By the same vein, the club welcomes 
members who feel they can contribute in a positive 
manner with their heart in the right place. 

3. An up-date of members’ specialist abilities (vocational 
we’re talking here;) accommodation provision available 
to fellow travellers; business discounts/benefi ts(yours 
or acquaintances) and any other benefi ts that may 
be of use to members and their families, such as 
breakdown assist, is to be re-established on a 
national register. So get this information to your local 
co-ordinator or contact and REMEMBER we need 
accurate phone, email or contact details (not last 
centuries)

4. 10 and 15 year badges awarded to members were as 
follows:

 15 YEARS
 Ray Hayward - Waikato
 Glenn Mills - Auckland
 Daryl Patchett - Christchurch
 John Milligan - Christchurch
 Peter Shaw - Christchurch
 Roger McCormick - Christchurch

 10 YEARS
 Steve Bevington - Auckland
 Michael Turner - Christchurch
 Russell Johnson - Auckland
 Greg Fox - Christchurch
 Peter Free - Christchurch

 Thanks Wayne for performing this task on the club’s 
behalf and congratulations to the recipients of 
these distinguishing members badges. Gives us all 
something to aspire to.

5. 2013 National Rally – Will be hosted by Canterbury 
Chapter at the Blue Skies Camp out of Kaiapoi. 
The rally will be taking place over the period
15 – 17 February 2013. 

Thanks to Liz Benny for taking minutes at the AGM.

The meeting closed at  10a.m.

Minutes of the 18th AGM of the TRIUMPH OWNERS MOTORCYCLE CLUB INC. NZ
Held at ex-Felix Donnelly College, Tuakau. Hosted by Franklin Chapter.




