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TOMCC is a member
club of WATOC

25 years and still going strong
Yes, this year we are celebrating our
Silver Jubilee year. Our club was formed
through the far-sighted vision of our
founder Daryl Payne.
As a Triumph owner Darryl couldn’t
understand why there wasn’t a club in
New Zealand for Triumph owners. Other
brands had their own club. Why not “The
Best Motorcycle In The World?”
So in 1993 Darryl decided to do
something about it. He believed the club
should be New Zealand wide, a truly
national organisation, and an Incorporated
Society. This showed potential members
that the club had a solid base, was
structured, and planned to be around for
a long time. Arriving at our Silver Jubilee
this year has shown that he was right.
Membership grew rapidly and after
six months a National Committee was
elected, based in Christchurch as this was
where the majority of the members were.
Darryl was elected National President, a

Darryl Payne, founder of TOMCC NZ Inc

position he held for several years. From
Darryl’s idea in 1993 the TOMCC NZ
Inc. has grown remarkably. We now have
branches all over New Zealand with about
400 members and growing. We hold an
annual National Rally/AGM in different
areas throughout New Zealand (the ﬁrst

As most of you will now be aware, our TOMCC NZ
National Rally for 2019 will be combined with the WATOC Rally
of the Year. For those of you who don’t know, WATOC is the
World Association of Triumph Owners Clubs, an international
club of which we are a member. In 2019 it is our turn to host the
annual rally of this international organisation.

was in Waikanae in 1995); as well as
numerous local events. Next year we will
be holding our ﬁrst international event
through our association with the World
Association of Triumph Clubs.
Thank you Darryl. Your far-sighted
vision has brought together Triumph
owners from all over New Zealand into
a club that is both well known and well
thought of both here and internationally.
New Zealand Triumph owners will be
forever grateful.
Given the signiﬁcance of this year
in our club’s history, the Canterbury
Area has extended an invitation (page
9) to all members to attend appropriate
celebrations in July. Commemorative
badges will also be available.
I’m sure other Areas will also be
organising their own celebrations
throughout this year. Don’t forget to let
us all know the details so that out-of-town
members can also attend.

Judging from correspondence with our fellow overseas Triumph
clubs we are anticipating a substantial number of overseas
guests who wish to come to the WATOC Rally of the Year in
2019. This gives you, our New Zealand members, a unique
opportunity to associate with like-minded Triumph owners and
riders from many countries.

On-line registration is now open for this event using this link:
https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/2019-watoc-rally-of-the-year-new-zealand-tickets-36084874832
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Wet, Wet, Wet – 2018 TOMCC NZ National Rally
Aaahh, sweet is the anticipation of a long
ride. In spite of what was a rather gloomy
long-range weather forecast, particularly for
the North Island I was nevertheless looking
forward to really getting my teeth into a nice
substantial ride on the Thunderbird.
Without too much fuss the usual long drag
up from Dunedin to Christchurch was dealt
with and on Wednesday morning heading
north out of Christchurch I caught my ﬁrst
glimpse of one of the riding companions I
would be sharing my journey with.
I recognised Peter Free from the
distinctive Triumph leathers he was wearing
even though he was riding a borrowed
orange Honda 600 sports bike which very
soon became known as the “road cone” – his
Daytona had unfortunately been written off
after a camper van had driven into it during
our annual Whitebait Run. But, hey, at least
he had made the effort to be out there riding
with us!
After meeting up with John Witherington
in Amberley, it was just a case of follow SH1
north in what was increasingly ﬁne weather
(softening us up for what was to come!).
There was a minor delay in Cheviot while
John doubled back a few kilometres to ﬁnd out
why Pete took so long in catching up with us.
Apparently a bungy cord had broken and his
bundle of luggage had parted company with
the bike, also, somehow a shoe had mangled
itself between the chain and sprocket. So
if you’re ever up that way and see a lonely,
chewed up sneaker waiting patiently by the
roadside, please spare a thought for Pete!
A pleasant quick ride over the delightful
twisties of the Hundalees soon dropped
us into the seemingly never-ending stopstart road re-reconstruction of the Kaikoura
highway due to the recent earthquake
damage. Whilst waiting in a line of trafﬁc, it
is interesting looking up the rocky hillsides
at workers dangling on the end of a rope,
but after a while the waiting does become
tedious. And what’s with the stop-go trafﬁc
controllers – waving at every single vehicle
that passes? It seems that they have been
told to do this – public relations gone mad!
Over the dry, sun-baked hills of
Marlborough and we’re ﬁnally into Blenheim,
and straight into the centre of town so that
one-shoe-Pete can buy himself another
complete set of footwear. Picton is just up the
road and before long we’re settled in for our
ﬁrst night away.
After a calm crossing on the early morning
Bluebridge ferry to Wellington we’re into
The “road cone’s” slightly
wobbly luggage

the constant stream of trafﬁc heading north.
Rather than more of SH1 we opt to go via
Wanganui. This also gives us the opportunity
to ride SH4 to Raetihi. A road I am not familiar
with and which I will certainly ride again. A
seemingly endless series of excellent bends
carrying little trafﬁc, and the added bonus was
perfect riding weather. The bike was handling
perfectly, in spite of being well loaded up and
riding on tyres that were starting to become
marginal. But it was dry and the road surface
was good. You will all of course be familiar
with the buzz of having had a near perfect
ride, and such was today’s ride.
Accommodation for the night in
Taumarunui was at the Twin Rivers Motel,
our usual haunt whenever we’re riding up
through the central North Island. Directly
across from the RSA, it’s biker friendly, clean
very reasonably priced and with the RSA bar
and restaurant over the road, it’s just perfect.
Next morning after a quick check of
the weather forecast we didn’t need much
prompting to prepare ourselves for heavy
rain – and sure enough, not far up the road
and we were into it, although not too heavy
at this stage. A quick stop at Trevor Hall
Motorcycles in Te Awamutu provided a bit of
respite from the now steady light rain. He’s
got quite a nice collection of older bikes for
sale, with some quite rare stuff such as a
racing Vincent. Of course our North Island
members will be well familiar with this shop.
Hamilton was negotiated without too
much difﬁculty. Once north of the city and
out onto the Expressway it was just a case of
keep going and appreciate one of the joys of
motorcycling in the rain – namely the visor
and my glasses fogging up, open it a crack and
I get water over my glasses, close the visor
and it all fogs up again, ah, sigh.
By the time we were onto the southern
motorway into Auckland the rain was getting
heavier with the journey all seeming a bit of
a blur. I think we stopped at a couple of fuel
stops for a bite to eat, can’t remember where.
Auckland’s southern motorway was a bit of a
shock for a Dunedin resident – the volume of
trafﬁc is truly awful. It had me wondering if I
was still in the same country as when I left
home!
At one point in torrential rain we caught
up with some of the Wanganui contingent,
we stayed with them for a while and I
contemplated whether we are all doing this
for enjoyment or some misplaced need for
soggy masochism, or is a ride in the rain a
way of washing away our sins?
Eventually we crossed the harbour bridge
– a magniﬁcent structure and I wished I could
have slowed down a bit to appreciate it – I do
like bridges – and dams.
With all this rain I did have at the back of
my mind that both my tyres were in need of
replacement so it was with great care that
I negotiated the bendy bits of road north of
Auckland. If the weather had been better I
had hoped to get them replaced as soon as
we hit Auckland but given the rain and trafﬁc
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conditions I really couldn’t face ﬁghting my
way through the suburbs looking for a bike
shop.
Once into Whangarei the rain had eased
off to light showers, but now there was an
horrendous long queue of trafﬁc moving at
walking pace through Whangarei. Cutting
down the inside of the trafﬁc line is not
something I usually do but in this instance I
really feel it was justiﬁed. Before long I was
also able to ﬁlter down the outside as well and

How John likes to spend
a Saturday morning !

ﬁnally make some progress to the rally site
at Whangarei Falls. And what a relief it was
to arrive.
A very welcome hot shower and a change
into dry gear soon lifted the spirits and I
started to mingle with so many of the friends
whom I only see once a year.
The rally site at the Whangarei Falls
Holiday Camp was a small, very selfcontained area of clean and comfortable units
with some space for tents. We even had
bedding supplied. The Northland Chapter had
done a great job in getting all the usual rally
stuff set up.
The almost constant rain of course put
paid to riding activities so the weekend was
a very pleasant round of socialising under
the various shelters that had been erected
and listening to the excellent band. Meals
were well cooked and plentiful, bar prices
reasonable and a catering caravan provided
some great takeaways. I was also grateful for
the delightful little swimming pool that was
available. Pity no one else wanted to join me,
you couldn’t have got much wetter anyway!
Our AGM was held on the Saturday
morning with a full turn-out of rally members,
given the weather there was not much else to
do anyway. I introduced John Witherington as
our new club President. John also introduced
Chris Martin as our new Vice President,
after which followed robust discussion on a
number of issues of club business.
John provided us with a bit of further
distraction, as, on Saturday morning it was
discovered that he had a ﬂat front tyre – and
this on a new set of tyres ﬁtted before he had
left home. So in the pouring rain with John
Milligan holding the umbrella loaned from
Bulldozer and the rest of us providing moral
support John extracted the front wheel out of
the Bonnie and it was off to Kamo where a
repaired inner tube was effected at a 24 hour
tyre repair place. Many thanks to Northland
Chapter for helping us out with this.
Saturday evening’s prize-giving was a
very happy and prosperous affair with the
Northland Chapter having received what

appeared to be enormous support from their
local businesses. Well done Northland, the
range of prizes was just amazing.
Sunday morning’s departure was predictable – wake up to rain, pack the bikes in the
rain and depart for home in the rain ! At least
this time there would be a bit of a break, I had
arranged to spend three days with a friend,
Bob and his family at Gulf Harbour, on the
Whangaparoa Peninsula. Even so, it was a bit
of a nerve-wracking ride south in very heavy
rain (this is beoming tedious, isn’t it) on what
I felt were dodgy tyres. On top of this a few
miles south of Whangarei my speedo stopped
working. I really don’t like riding without
instruments. We eventually rode – or should
it be surfed – through to Orewa and the turnoff to towards Gulf Harbour.
I rode into Bob’s garage and the water just
cascaded off me and the bike, forming a big
puddle on the garage ﬂoor. The next couple
of days were ﬁne and I managed to get all my
gear dried and more importantly a new set of
tyres ﬁtted by a bike dealer in Silverdale. Still
need to be careful though, new tyres in the
wet can be tricky until they’re scrubbed in. I
also put a new speedo cable in (for the fourth
time, but that’s a story for another day) and
wondered how long it would last.
A few days later I met up again with John
in Hamilton after another session of trafﬁc
combat on Auckland’s motorways. The plan
was to ride south to Taihape via Tokoroa and
Turangi down the Wast side of Lake Taupo.
Shortly after leaving Hamilton we were
into wet weather again, with occasional
breaks in-between heavy showers with still
the problems of bad visibility due to glasses
and visor fogging up. Also, this time the rev
counter decided to give up the ghost, as the
well as the lights in the instrument panel
(later traced to water in the wiring and a
corroded cable). Arriving at Taihape we were
both happy to check into the ﬁrst motel we
came to, both tired and heartily sick of wet
weather riding.
Neither of us had booked a ferry crossing
for the following day so during breakfast in

2019 Watoc Rally/TOMCC NZ 25th Rally

Help needed with sponsorship
If you know of any person, or business, who might be interested in offering
sponsorship for the 2019 rally would you please ask them to contact me.
The sponsorship could include: products, vouchers for products, discount
vouchers for product or any other items that would be appropriate.
MERCHANDISE
At the rally we will have for sale: Tee’s and V neck Tee’s, Unisex Polos and
Cloth Badges. These items will commemorate the 2019 WATOC Rally & our
25th Rally.
If you have any ideas of other merchandise that we could have for sale
please contact me.
Keep in mind that Items well need to be reasonably priced and able to be
carried easily on a bike (many people will have limited space to carry things)
and should be practical or useful.
If you are able to help with sponsorship or merchandise please contact me.
John Milligan Phone: (03)339 6430 Email: jandwkmilligan@gmail.com
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a Taihape bakery, we made the necessary
arrangements with Interislander, who also
told us that the ferry bookings were ﬁlling
up fast. After a ﬁne weather ride through
Ashurst and Masterton and then up and over
the Rimutakas we arrived at the Wellington
ferry terminal just in time for our afternoon
sailing.
On arrival in Picton we found that all
the accommodation was full with the same
situation just down the road in Blenheim
– except for a few tent sites at the Top Ten
Motor Camp. After a noisy night camping –
right next to the railway line and the main
road – the rest of our journey home was in
considerably better weather, particularly the
leg down through the hills of Marlborough.
Following an overnight stop in Christchurch
it was the usual drag south down SH1,
remarkably still in ﬁne weather.
But, approaching Palmerston we could
see black clouds rapidly banking up from
the south. Sure enough just after leaving
Palmerston I was on a dry road and just ahead
I could see a wet road with what looked eerily
like a curtain of water – and we were heading
into it. The most enormous dumping of water
hit us, instantly bringing all the trafﬁc to a
halt – no visibility! I pulled over under some
over-hanging trees worried that cars would
run into the back of us. After a few minutes
it passed and reverted back to just a light
shower. It felt like it was nature’s way of
saying “I haven’t quite ﬁnished with you yet”.
John and I parted company in Dunedin, me
heading off to Mosgiel and John continuing on
to Invercargill, but not after the two us had
enjoyed bit of high speed shenanigans on the
Northern Motorway approach to Dunedin.
So that was the trip to our TOMCC NZ
National Rally for another year. In spite of
the weather I enjoyed attending the rally and
thank-you Northland for your hospitality. For
a small Chapter you did a magniﬁcent job of
organising the rally – well done Northland.
For me, a good long ride is really what
riding our Triumphs is all about, and as such
it seemed such a pity that so few South
Islanders took part in our one important
event of the year. I look forward to seeing you
all at Hanmer Springs next year.
Ken Spall
TOMCC NZ Otago Southland

Are you ready to
form your own
Chapter/Area?
Since the change of Rule 16 B,
areas now only require 5 members
to establish themselves as a formal
Chapter/Area within the club. If you
are in a part of the country that has
5 or more members please consider
now creating your own Chapter/
Area. You only need to vote in one
of you as an Area Co-ordinator and
let the rest of us know that you have
done so.

Triumph Owners Motor Cycle Club New Zealand Inc
Minutes of Annual General Meeting held at Whangarei on 10 February 2018
Ken Spall opened the meeting at 9.30am with an apology that
the minutes of the 2017 had not been made available in time for
this meeting.
Ken announced that John Witherington has been voted in as
the new club President and Chris Martin has been voted in as
Vice President.
John thanked the Northland Area for hosting the rally.
John then talked to the members about the need for better
communication within the club, particularly between area coordinators and committee members. This was highlighted by
the fact that some areas/chapters hadn’t even voted for club
ofﬁcers or the remit.
He commented that we are a national club and members
have the right to know what is happening not just in their own
areas but also in other areas, and this information comes via the
coodinators. One of our TOMCC NZ objectives is about sharing
information, this needs to be done better.
John also emphasised correct use of the club name, this being Triumph Owners Motor Cycle Club New Zealand Inc, or
using appropriate abbreviations and making sure that the NZ is
always used. We need to be doing this is to avoid confusion with
the many other Triumph clubs. He also mentioned that some
Area Facebook pages ought to be dis-continued as they were
receiving very little use.
34 Long Service badges were awarded by John to qualifying
club members.
The remit proposal by John Milligan, that to form an Area
only 5 members (down from 10) be required, was passed unanimously. The club rule book will be amended accordingly.
The 2017-18 President’s Report from out-going President
Wayne Woodward was read out by Ken Spall.
The Membership Secretary’s report was read out by John
Witherington, who also expressed concern regarding declining
membership.
Ken Spall read out the 2017 Financial Report. It was voted on
and accepted by the members, but with an amendment, namely
to delete the sentence: “We did not advance any funding to other Chapters to assist with rally costs”.
John Milligan gave the Regalia Ofﬁcer’s report, commenting
also that regalia would be available for purchase in the afternoon.
Ken Spall gave the Newsletter Editor’s report, thanking
those members who had contributed to the newsletter. He also
reiterated the need for more, and on-going contributions to the
newsletter. Ken also asked who was not receiving their copy.
Names were taken to check this out.
Peter Free opened a discussion about the WATOC Rally of
the Year 2019, commenting that organisation and necessary
arrangements for the event are almost complete, and that the
on-line booking system (Eventbrite) will be available shortly.
A question from the ﬂoor was raised regarding the entry fee.
At this stage this would be $96.30 including a booking fee of

Norton Club President

Mark McLeannan
It is with sadness that we have just heard of the recent tragic
death of the Norton Club’s President, Mark McLeannan. He
died in a road accident whilst riding on his way to the Norton
Club’s annual rally. Our thoughts and condolences go out to his
family and also to his many friends in the Norton Owners Club.

$6.30 per person. Alan Abbott (Abbo) proposed that 50% of the
national body funds are used to provide an entry fee discount to
club members. A discussion followed covering such points as:
• The ability of an incorporated society to do this.
• Difﬁculty in having two price levels on Eventbrite.
• That national funds belong to all members so why not use
them?
• Implications for the club if funds were called upon in the
event of a serious, large-scale legal ﬁnancial demand, eg.
our liability for damages.
• That area funds are legally part of the club’s total assets
and could also be called upon.
• Incorporated society rules regarding ﬁnancial assets.
• Public liability insurance.
• The WATOC rally committee to consider a fee discount,
possibly through the national funds paying for the rally
badges.
A vote was taken on Abbo’s proposal with the result that the
proposal was rejected by the members.
A question was raised from the ﬂoor regarding the club’s Silver Jubilee celebrations and what was the club doing? Ken Spall
mentioned that the Canterbury area were organising a Silver
Jubilee celebration and that a metal badge would be available
for purchase. He showed those assembled a proposed design
based on the side panel of a Silver Jubilee Bonneville. A question was asked about also having cloth badges available. It was
suggested that members pay for the metal badge and receive
the other cloth badge free, this being ﬁnanced by national funds.
Ken also reminded the members that other areas could hold
their own 25 year celebrations if they are unable to come to the
Canterbury Area event.
Ken awarded the WATOC Challenge prizes and distributed
badges and T shirts that had been donated by overseas Triumph
clubs.
Meeting closed at 11.15am.

John Witherington

Chris Martin

After conﬁrmation of voting results at our recent pre-AGM, John
Witherington (Otago Southland) was elected as President and
Chris Martin (Taranaki) elected as Vice President.
John joined the club in 2008 and is the Otago Southland Area
Co-ordinator and was also Vice President. Chris joined the club
in 2013 and is the Taranaki Area Co-ordinator. Both have worked
enthusiatically for the club and we wish them both well in their new
positions.
Members and the committee would like to thank our out-going
President Wayne Woodward for the last two years of hard work he
has put into the club. Wayne has been in the club since 2000 and
he continues to give support and guidance to the Canterbury Area
of TOMCC NZ Inc.
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TOMCC NZ National Rally prize winners
Mike Gray,
President’s Choice

Judi Nightingale,
Best Modern Classic

Kerry Hickey,
Best Twin

Dig Young,
People’s Choice

Sandy Howes,
Best Triple

Pete Chapple,
Best Meriden

Hard n Fast Show & Shine 2018
24th Feb 2018, the day of the Mangonui
Hotel and the Hard n Fast’s Annual Show
n Shine.
Our meeting time was 9.30 at Fringes
and in true Triumph Time we headed
for the awesome town of Mangonui just
after 10am. 7 bikes made up the circus,
Worz (Bonnie AM), Clint (Rocket), Jack
(Rocket), Josh (Indian), Nick (Harley),
Windows (Harley) and Tim on a (Suzuki). Great ride, dry roads – only down
side was all the new seal with lots of
loose chip ﬂying about. Some stopped off
at Waipapa Pub for a beer but as usual it
was shut (at least we are consistent).
I carried on, thinking where are these
Bastards, I’m not that slow. Tim and I
arrived and were parked by Stretch and
his team and a number was placed on the
headlight. More bikes were arriving all
the time my number was 66, by the time
we left they were up to 147 with more
arriving by the minute.
The biggest contingent by far was
from the Greasy Dog MC from Tauranga
with well over 60 bikes. Other clubs represented were Highway 61, Black Power,
Dirty Deeds SC, H n F and TOMCC NZ
of course. If there were any I’ve missed,
sorry. These events are so cool to catch
up with friends from all over the place.
Lunch was great, hot lamb sandwiches
with mint jelly, heaps of pulled lamb gravy and a touch of onion all for $4, great.
After baking in the hot Northland sun
(completely opposite weather to the Nat.
Rally weekend) we decided to head back
to Waipapa for a beer (should be open
now). Introduced Tim to 2 stroke beer
(Speights Mid Ale) and while enjoying

a beer we were joined by Gordy who ﬁnally
caught up and Pete Wallace and friends returning from the KeriKeri Car and Bike Show.
Off again towards home, some gassed up at
Waipapa, Jack ﬁlled up at Moerewa and I ﬁlled
up at Kawakawa. Plan was to stop off at the
Towai but when I rode past there were no bikes
to be seen only hot rods so a nice putt home
on my own via Vinegar Hill. A great day with
great company – best buy of the Tee shirts $30.
Good fun.
Tossing up between our TOMCC monthly
meeting tomorrow or the Annual Red Knights
MC Burns Run. Weather will decide.
Worzel
TOMCC NZ, Northland
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TOMCC NZ 2018 National Rally,
Whangarei Falls
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Just Singing in the rain
Waikato BOP National rally ride Whangarei 2018
It’s just on 2.30am on the Friday of the rally
and the sound of heavy rain on the roof wakes
me. As I lie there I’m reminded of the song
sung by Gene Kelly ‘Singing in the rain’ that
is a central part of the 1970’s classic cult
movie ‘A Clockwork Orange’.
I’m singing in the rain, Just singing in
the rain
With the sound of the rain, the wife’s
gentle snoring and the hot humid conditions
not allowing me to get back to sleep, I lie
there thinking about the planned ride route.
Question churning over in my mind is with
a short stretch of metal followed by 20km of
very narrow twisty hills do I change it to
straight up SH1 and ﬁght the tin tops or do I
leave it as is?
8.30 and after a big feed of left-over spud,
sausages and eggs I don the wet weather gear
and head up to the BP servo at Ngaruawahia
to gas up and meet Kerry.
By Ngaruawahia, despite it only being
about 15km north of home, I’m soaked after
being stuck behind a line of trafﬁc and forced
to riding in their road spray. That decides
it for me, stay with the back roads with
minimal trafﬁc. As the planned route as far
as New Lynn in West Auckland was the same
route I was thinking of using for our annual
Remembrance ride, doing it in the rain with
a couple of bikes in tow would be a good trial.
What a glorious feeling, I’m happy
again
Kerry (Hinckley T120) pulls in less than
a minute after me. After explaining the route
to him and our re-group spot, we head out up
River road to Huntly and onward onto a short
section of metal followed by the twisties up to
Arthur Allen Thomas country at Pukekawa.
Arriving at Pukekawa where we turn right
into SH22, skirt around Tuakau and in heavy
rain we arrive at Patamahoe where we are
to meet Judi (Hinckley T100 Bonnie) from
Papamoa. As we are early it gives Kerry time
to walk up to the cake shop and grab a pie
for his breakfast and hopefully allow the very
heavy rain time to ease off.
I’m laughing at clouds, So dark up
above
Judi arrives and after a short discussion
on the proposed route through to Kumeu
(out west) to pick up Mike & Paul we head
out in the rain that has now eased to a steady
drizzle.
Through to Kingseat and out to the
Southern at Papakura, quick squirt to Takanini
where we exit and head out via Wattle Downs
to Wiri and onto the South Western. This is as
far as this year’s route for the Remembrance
ride will take us as we will exit before the
tunnel and head out to Waikumete Cemetery.
Then via the new Waterview tunnel and
onto the North Western and straight out
to the BP servo at Kumeu. Paul & Sheryl
(Legend) are already there and it is only a
short wait for Mike Gray (T595 Daytona) who
has had to return home to grab his forgotten
wallet. Just as well Paul was on hand to pay

for your gas Mike!
It’s about now I receive a text from Pete
who with Steve, had decided to travel up on
the Thursday to say they have arrived in
Whangarei to heavy rain – thanks mate just
what I needed to know.
(Take it away Gene) The suns in my
heart, And I’m ready for love, For love
Now led by Mike we head out via Peake
Road, old North road and then SH16 to
Wellsford where the drizzle turns into steady
heavy rain and then onto SH1 to our planned
pie and pint stop at the Three Furlongs pub
in Kaiwaka only to ﬁnd it closed with a sign,
opens at 3pm – fuck.
Quick team meeting and we decide to head
to Waipu for our pie and pint so back onto
SH1 and yes now in very heavy rain. Pull
into Waipu and skirting the surface ﬂooding,
we park on the footpath. Climb onto the pub
verandah to strip the wets, only to be told the
kitchen is closed, can only offer microwave
pies and bowls of chips, well at least the beer
was cold.
Let the stormy clouds chase everyone
from the place
45 minutes later and we are back on the
road in heavy rain when we run into stationary
trafﬁc just past the Ruakaka/Marsden turnoff.
We later to ﬁnd out this was the result of a
fatal 4 or 5 hours earlier in the day. After lane
splitting for close to 20km we had into Kamo
then out though Tikipunga to Whangarei falls
and the rally.

After checking in and eventually ﬁnding
my alloted bunk. Thank god we were early
enough for me to grab a bottom bunk as at my
age and in an inebriated state climbing into a
top bunk in the dark is just not an option.
With the wet clothes hung up to dry it is
time to grab a beer and wander around to meet
and greet old friends from some of the other
chapters. By dinnertime I have a nice glow
on which is also helped with a red wine with
dinner. Dinner is a great variety of roast meet
and vegies. I dealt to it and with it now getting
dark, and with a variety of ﬂashing coloured
party lights the band starts thumping some
noise out. Even managed a couple of dances
in the rain.
Come on with the rain, I’ve a smile on
my face
No idea what the time was but suddenly
dawned on me that I had no idea what shite
I was talking and being totally unable to
interpret what Mike and Judi were talking
about thought to myself, Yeh, Yeh Nah – time
for bed and snuck off.
Woke once to, yes you guessed it, heavy
rain and a blocked drain, as when I walked
outside to go to the gents, I found myself
walking in water over my feet.
I’ll walk down the lane, With a happy
refrain
With the humid conditions and noise of the
rain not allowing me to get back to sleep, the
sky dawns grey and it’s time to get up and
ready myself for a great breakfast of Bacon,
sausage, eggs, hash browns and my beloved
baked beans.
Mid-morning and with the AGM over its
announced that due to the weather the ride

COMMENT FROM THE PRESIDENT
In our last issue of Triumph Times, Ken, our editor put forward some comments regarding the
importance, and lack of, good communication within our club. Did you read the article?
Further to this I thought we would have a look at two of the most important means of
communication that we as a club should be using. Namely, our Area Co-ordinators and
their role, and our national newsletter, Triumph Times.
Firstly, Area Co-ordinators: They are there to help members to keep in touch with what is
happening within our club in other parts of the country. Overseeing the area that they have
been elected into, as an Area Co-ordinator they ought to ensure that all members within their
area have the opportunity to be informed and to become involved in any club activities both
local and national. It is very important that Area Co-ordinators keep in regular touch with
all members in their area including those living some distance away. This means promptly
informing ALL their members of whatever is happening in other parts of the country. Don’t
assume that everyone is using Facebook. This contact with members may need a phone
call or even a letter, as well as email. Area Co-ordinators must also promptly pass on to all
our other Areas any relevant information about what is happening in their Area.
So how does this assist the member? Simple – you the member have joined for a number
of reasons revolving around the Triumph motorcycle, owning, riding or enjoying a genuine
interest in the Triumph motorcycle. You are entitled to know what is happening in your club.
As members of an area / chapter, should you
We are getting reports of some
need assistance, or be able to assist; or have an
idea for an event; or have a suggestion, then get areas where the members are not
in touch with your Area Co-ordinator who will then
being told of what is happening
pass this on to other members in your area or to
within our club.
other Areas nationally if necessary.
Secondly, to all our members, please make sure you read your copy of Triumph Times,
from time to time there is important information published in it. A great deal of time, effort
and your money is spent on the club newsletter. Likewise, make sure that the editor has all
the information about what is happening in your area.
To sum up, make sure you read your newsletter and if you suspect you’re not hearing
about club events or business get in touch with your Area Co-ordinator. Come on guys, let’s
start talking to each other.
John Witherington, President, TOMCC NZ
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was cancelled. An hour later and with it still
raining I decide to can my planned lunch time
ride to the Paru Bay pub and instead stay in
camp.
Under the terms of their liquor license
Northland are not able to open the bar until
2.00pm so the next couple of hours are a bit
dry despite the bloody rain.
Singing, Singing in the rain, In the rain
Finally 2pm arrives and time to use up
the unused bar tickets from Friday night,
unfortunately this ﬁnds me sitting down to
dinner and already slurring my words.
No band tonight with a DJ instead which
is a break from norm of a Friday night DJ and
Saturday band. I think this is a good move
as it is traditionally the Friday of any rally
or overnighter that I get socially excited to
excess followed by a quieter Saturday night
before a long ride home on the Sunday . . . oh
and did I mention it is still raining?
By midnight I have had enough so once
again it’s to the toilet followed by the sideways
shufﬂe to bed. 4.00am and to the sound of rain
I’m awake, lie there for an hour before I get
up and start packing.
Mike pokes his head in around 6.30 to
conﬁrm that we won’t wait for breakfast but
instead get on the road in an effort to beat the
buildup of tin tops heading back to Auckland
after a weekend tucked up in the dry in their
cribs in the Bay of Islands.
By 7.00am with both Mike and Kerry we
head out of town and in steady rain make our
way south, over the Brynderwyn’s in less
than 5 metres visibility through Kaiwaka
and the pub with no pies or beer and on to
Wellsford to gas up and breakfast.
I’m singing in the rain, Just singing in
the rain, What a glorious feeling
It is here that Mike leaves us as he is
heading back to Kumeu via SH16 with Kerry
and myself heading straight down SH1 to the
Autobahn at Papakura for fuel, pie and coffee.
At Papakura with all pigs now fed and
ready to ﬂy its back out onto the Southern
and still in steady rain we head south to
Taupiri where we split up with Kerry staying
on the expressway to the western suburbs
of Hamilton while I take SH1B through
Gordonton to the North Eastern suburbs of
Hamilton and home with this last 23km done
with no rain and on a dry road.
I’m happy again, I walk down the lane,
With a happy refrain, I’m singing,
Singing in the rain.
Would now be ofﬁcial that the Waikato BoP
rally at Okataina is no longer known as the
wettest rally.
In summary Whangarei was a small
compact site and yes it was bloody wet but
to me this made the rally more enjoyable
and memorable. Being a small site and not a
lot of places to hide meant that those there
probably socialized more and surely this is
what rallies are all about.
All in 636km with all but the last 23km
done in the wet. Strangely despite the rain
one of the better and more enjoyable rides
and rally I have done. See you in Hanmer in
2019
Trevor Stapp
TOMCC NZ Waikato BOP

TOMCC NZ Silver Jubilee Badges
To commemorate our club’s Silver Jubilee,
two badges, a cloth badge and a metal
badge, are being produced based on
the side panel of a 1977 Silver Jubilee
Bonneville.
These will be made available to all club
members on the following basis.
• A cloth badge will be provided free to
all fully paid-up current members as at
June this year.
This will be posted to you with your
June newsletter.
• A metal badge at a cost of $10 each
will be available from the Canterbury
Area.
For those of you who wish to purchase
a metal badge you will need to place an
order with your local Area Co-ordinator,
who will then place a bulk order with
the Canterbury Area for however many

9

badges are needed for your area. Payment
for the badge will also be to your Area
Co-ordinaror.
This will be the only opportunity to
purchase a metal badge and orders
must be in by May 13, 2018.
Photos for this issue of Triumph
Times kindly supplied by Bill Spice,
John Witherington, Rick Reid, Sandy
Howe, Trevor Stapp and Ken Spall.

TOMCC NZ Inc Financial Report

The Members and Committee
of TOMCC NZ Inc welcome the
following new members to our club
Gary Johnson
Donald Standen
Guy Standen
Kat Harris-Browning
David Wong
Richard Mason

Ruakaka
Levin
Levin
Kaikohe
Auckland
Whangarei

Noel Brown
Simon Ritchie
Jeffrey Sygrove
Rod McMahon
Brian Healey

Hamilton
Dunedin
Kaikohe
Auckland
Christchurch

TOMCC NZ National Rally prize winners
Alan Westward,
Best Other

Chris Martin, Best
turn-out of Members
at the National Rally
Prize – Taranaki
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Arthur Bond and Kari
Lalonde, Best Oldest

Hamilton Distinguished Gentlemen’s Ride, Sept 2017

Sunday 24th September along with over 92,000 riders in over
500 cities worldwide our very own Distinguished Gentlemen
dressed in their ﬁnest joined the Hamilton New Zealand ride
and distinguished themselves by raising over $4,000 to this
year’s charity, The Movember Foundation with particular emphasis on Men’s mental health issues and Prostate Cancer.
This years ride started from Hamilton Gardens and led by
Trev Stapp riding his 1942 Speed Twin (Ted) took a winding

Waikato BoP Area members. Back row left to right, Ray Hayward,
Bryan Barrett, Rob Orton, Allen McCleod.
Seated Left to right, Matt Hayward, Trevor Stapp.

leisurely course around the streets of Hamilton ﬁnishing in the
bar & restaurant precinct at the south end of town.
With full cooperation of council with the closing of Hood
street to all trafﬁc except participants and their bikes a party
atmosphere was enjoyed by all.

March Hare Rally, Waimate

Canterbury Area members on top of the
Lake Benmore dam during their March Hare
rideout. Back row: left to right, Pete Williams,
Jason Goodman, Wayne Woodward, Bill
Meadows. Front: Chris Reid and Pete Free.
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If undelivered, please return to 7 Glasgow St, Mosgiel, Otago, 9024 New Zealand

The Triumph Owners Motor Cycle Club New Zealand Inc.

TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE
60TH BIRTHDAY
Join TOMCCNZ Inc, Canterbury Area,
and First European Motorcycles in celebrating the
60th birthday of the Triumph Bonneville.
Saturday 8 September 2018
First European Motorcycles
114 Carlyle Street, Sydenham, Christchurch
10am to 2pm
FREE ENTRY • FREE SAUSAGE SIZZLE
Tea & Coffee will be available
The Throttle Stop Cafe will be open upstairs
We want to show as many different Bonnies through the years as possible,
(stock, custom, what have you?) To display your Bonneville (or T110)
please contact: John Phone (03) 339 6430
Email: jandwkmilligan@gmail.com

Triumph Times Editor: Ken Spall
Phone 03 489 -1740
Email: spall@callsouth.net.nz
7 Glasgow Street, Mosgiel,
Otago 9024, New Zealand
The deadline for the next issue of
Triumph Times is 10 June 2018
DISCLAIMER

Opinions expressed in this publication are purely
individual and not to be attributed to the Triumph
Owners Motor Cycle Club NZ Inc. as a whole. Nor
does publication imply any endorsement, either by
Triumph Owners Motor Cycle Club NZ Inc. or by its
committee.

Facebook Page
of the Triumph Owners
Motorcycle Club NZ Inc

http://www.facebook.com/

We need your help with accommodation for
overseas Triumph club guests – WATOC 2019
In February 2019 we will be hosting
the WATOC Rally of the Year in
Hanmer Springs. This rally will also
be combined with our own TOMCC
NZ 25th National Rally. We already
have a substantial number of
overseas bookings for this rally.
As it will be peak holiday season
we would like to help our guests
with accommodation whilst they are
touring the country. This is where
you can help. What accommodation
you provide for a night or two is
entirely up to you. Even if the only
thing you can offer is a tent site, I’m
sure our guests would be happy
with whatever you are able to offer.

Our plan is that we will pass on
to our guests a list of TOMCC NZ
accommodation providers with
contact phone numbers and the
area you live in. They will then get
in touch with you and organise the
accommodation to suit.
Please let me know as
soon as possible that you are
willing to provide some form of
accommodation for our overseas
guests. I need deﬁnite conﬁrmation
from you.
Contact details are: Ken Spall
Phone 03 489 1740
Email spall@callsouth.net.nz
12

Pre Unit Triumph Wanted
Pre Unit Triumph wanted in reasonable
going condition, although less than
good condition or non-runners may be
considered.
Please contact John Witherington, phone
03 216 9928 or 027 247 2853.

Emailing Triumph Times
If you would like to receive
future copies of Triumph Times
by email please let me know, my
contact details are on page 12.
Editor

