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Triumph Owners Motor Cycle Club NZ Inc
AGM MEETING MINUTES

Saturday 21st February 2015         9.30am at Auckland Rally, Waitawheta Camp

Outgoing President Glenn Mills chaired the meeting
Apologies: Lance Nixon, Graeme Ovenden, Darryl Payne
Minutes of the last meeting: Passed as a true and correct record
Matters arising from previous minutes:

1. Reminder of 1st July annual renewal date
2. Breakdown list – if you wish to be added please advise your 

area Co-ordinator. Bill from Northland missed from previous 
update

TOMCC NZ Awards
Glenn handed out year badges as follows:
Richard Young (Dig) Taupo 10 years Long Service Award
Judi Nightingale Waikato/BoP 10 years Long Service Award
Chris Smith Franklin 10 years Long Service Award
Clarrie Jones Canterbury 10 years Long Service Award
Brian Power Waikato/BoP 10 years Long Service Award
Stewart Taylor Canterbury 10 years Long Service Award
Trevor Gardner Canterbury 10 years Long Service Award
Alan Ross Wanganui 10 years Long Service Award
Mike Ward Wanganui 10 years Long Service Award
Heather Ward Wanganui 10 years Long Service Award
Graeme Ovenden Hawkes Bay 10 years Long Service Award
Chris Campbell Canterbury 10 years Long Service Award
Jae Jonathan Franklin 10 years Long Service Award
Robert Smith Canterbury 10&15 years Long Service Awd
Allan Westwood Wanganui 10 years Long Service Award
Donald Clark Australia 15 years Long Service Award
Trevor Stapp Waikato/BoP 15 years Long Service Award
Sharron Ross Franklin 15 years Long Service Award
John Pollock Franklin 15 years Long Service Award
Alan Brown Auckland 15 years Long Service Award
Kenton Short Auckland 15 years Long Service Award
Bruce Bennett Canterbury 15 years Long Service Award
Mark Walsh Canterbury 15 years Long Service Award
Steve Gane Waikato/BoP 15 years Long Service Award
Claire Morrell Auckland 20 years Long Service Award
Nick Dunn Canterbury 20 years Long Service Award
Glenn Mills Auckland 20 years Long Service Award
John Milligan Canterbury 20 years Long Service Award
Rob Horn Waikato/BoP 20 years Long Service Award
Lee Izzillo Waikato/BoP 20 years Long Service Award
David Hunt Waikato/BoP 20 years Long Service Award
Sandy Henry Canterbury Life Membership Award
Ken Spall Otago/Southland Honorary Life Membership Awd

Voting Results
National Executive
President:  Wayne Woodward
Vice President:  John Witherington
Membership Secretary: Melissa Todd
Treasurer:  John Milligan
Regalia Officer:  John Milligan
Newsletter Editor:  Ken Spall
Website Administrator: Geoff Morgan

Area Co Ordinators
Northland:  Bill Spice
Auckland:  Glenn Mills
Franklin:   John Pollock
Waikato / BoP:  Ray Hayward
Taranaki:   Chris Martin
Wanganui:  Barry Shipp
Canterbury:  Peter Free
Otago / Southland:  John Witherington

Glenn thanked everyone for their support over last 3 years of being 
TOMCC NZ President and passed the meeting over to Wayne 
Woodward.

Treasurer’s Report:
John Milligan presented the treasurer’s report, copies were made 
available for the meeting.
The report was passed as a true and correct record  
Alan Abbott / Chris Martin
Signatories for TOMCC bank accounts -  any 2 of the below names
John Milligan, Peter Free, Wayne Woodward, Melissa Todd

Membership Report:
Melissa Todd presented the membership report.  As at 31 December 
2014 we had 415 members, with 73 new members joining in 2014.
Melissa has asked that any members who wish to have their renewal 
notice emailed to please advise her asap on tomccnatsec@gmail.com 
Also, with the renewal date now 1st July if you wish to pay earlier 
please do so as this will ease her workload.  All area co-ordinators will 
receive updated lists early June if you need to check your details held.

WATOC Awards
Ken Spall presented the NZ awards as follows:
1st  John Witherington (placed 4th internationally)
2nd  Ken Spall
Ken advised that WATOC member badges are available at $10 each, 
see Ken.
John advised that events eligible for WATOC challenge must be 
advertised on website and newsletter and must include an overnight 
stay

WATOC Rally of the Year 2019
Ken mentioned that the WATOC Rally of the Year for 2019 is 
confirmed and planning is underway. He also asked for expressions 
of interest from those who would be willing to help. There were a 
number of members who then responded positively to this request. 
Geoff Walton who had recently been in Europe also commented that 
he was also happy to help, particularly as he is now in the throes of 
moving back to England and is in a position to talk to our European 
counterparts. Ken will be compiling a list of members who have 
offered their help for this rally.

Regalia Report
John Milligan advised that he wishes to update the clothing range, 
so members are asked to advise their co-ordinator what they are 
wanting, e.g  polo shorts, t shirts, colours & sizes.  Nat Exec will form 
a working party to collate results, get prices and present to rest of Nat 
Exec by the end of April.

Newsletter Report
Ken Spall thanked everyone for their contributions but as always 
more is needed to provide a fantastic informative publication, this is a 
great way to promote ourselves.

General Business
Pete (Akl) asked about how to submit a remit.  His proposal “each 
area co-ordinator gets 2 votes and Nat Exec members are entitled 
to 1 vote”
John Witherington advised that all remits need to be formally worded 
and put into the newsletter so all have a chance to view and vote on 
the subject as per Rule 16 in the constitution rule book.
Wayne Woodward congratulated Auckland Chapter on a wonderfully 
run rally, and said Canterbury will find it hard to match or better.
Glenn then discussed the rest of the Rally itinerary for the weekend.

Meeting closed 10.25am
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Trevor really enjoyed his Triumph Bonneville and the mates he made when he joined the 
club a few years ago. He was an enthusiastic member who would go the extra mile for the 
club and organise events. Always a good conversationalist and very knowledgeable 
on many topics. Trevor passed away last December and his funeral service was 
well attended by local TOMCC members. Our sincere condolences go to his family 
and his wife Dympna.

In fond memory of Trevor Saul
TOMCC NZ membership No. 568

WATOC Rally of the Year 2019 
– we need your help

As was confirmed at our recent AGM, TOMCC NZ are hosting 
the World Association of Triumph Clubs (WATOC) Rally of 
the Year for 2019.This will require extensive preparation and 
planning by us as a club and that of course includes you as 
a club member.

We have received several offers of help from members 
and organisation of the event is already underway. But, 
more assistance is needed and to further get the ball 
rolling we would like to conduct a short survey of you, 
our enthusiatic club members, who are willing to make a 
commitment to helping our overseas visitors when they 
come to the WATOC Rally for 2019.

Would you please send an email to me (spall@callsouth.
net.nz) with answers to the following questions:

1. Are you willing to be contacted by the rally organisers if 
they feel you can be of assistance?

2. Can you offer short-term accommodation?
3. Can you offer help with vehicle breakdowns? 
4. Are you able to help with arrival and departure 

arrangements for the bikes?
5. Are you able to organise or give advice about rides in 

your area?
6. Would you be willing to keep the rally organisers 

informed about bike related events in your area?

7. Are you able to meet our visitors at the airport?
8 Do you have a bike available that you can loan to one 

of our guests?

At this stage these questions are to gauge the level of 
support that we can expect from you and to assist us in 
putting together a plan of action for making the event an 
unforgettable experiece for our overseas visitors. The 
answers we receive from you will be collated and placed in 
a database to help us achieve this.

Please don’t ignore this request, 
we do need your help. 

Ken Spall 
TOMCC NZ, Otago & Southland 

email:  spall@callsouth.net.nz

2016 TOMCC NZ 
National Rally

The Canterbury Committee have 
decided to hold the 2016 National 
TOMCC rally on the weekend 
of 26, 27 and 28 February 2016. 
This coincides with the Sound 
of Thunder racing at Ruapuna 
and the following weekend is the 
March Hare Rally. This enables 
our North Island members to tour 
after our Rally and attend the 
March Hare Rally if they choose 
to do so. A confirmed venue has 
not yet beeen chosen, but is likely 
to be at Blue Skies Scout camp 
again.

Wayne Woodward 
President, TOMCC NZ

TOMCC NZ Regalia 
Question

What would you as a member want 
to see added to the National rega-
lia range (including female styles) 
This also includes merchandise 
outside of clothing, eg coffee 
mugs, key rings etc. Please advise 
also the approximate price you 
would be prepared to pay. I can 
then price the item and see what 
the demand is. Please note that 
the more we can order the lower 
the price. 

John Milligan, Regalia Officer
email:  jandwmilligan@gmail.com
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Some of the recipients of TOMCC NZ Long Service Awards 
presented at the 2015 National Rally

The Members and Committee of TOMCC NZ 
would like to welcome the following 

new members to our club
Will Cleaver Nelson
Kathryn Kelly Wanganui
Brendan Kelly Wanganui
Malcolm Miller Mt Maunganui
Trevor Delany Auckland
Philip Clarke Christchurch
Steve Jones Cambridge
Ken Goodwin Otago

Roy Norgrove Auckland
John Coddington Katikati
Michael Varga Hamilton
David Cunningham Whangarei
David Crosbie Dunedin
Paul Maguire Auckland
Kelvin Sparks Christchurch

Photos for this issue of Triumph Times were kindly provided by: 
Lloyd Williams, Geoff Walton, John Witherington, Bill Spice, Peter Free, Chris Martin, 

Pete Williams, Tracy Dunstan, Trevor Stapp, Bob Bicker, Wayne Woodward and Ken Spall
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The overnight  occupation of Millers Flat, March 2015

Despite damp conditions, the first Millers Flat overnight campaign organised 
by the Otago Southland Chapter proved to be a resounding victory. A squad 
of the elite TOMCC NZ Roughrider Corps advanced into Central Otago, 
infiltrating the hill country followed up by a two-wheeled assault by landing 
craft (punt) across the mighty Clutha. After a re-group at the Millers Flat Hotel 
where locals were won over by TOMCC NZ charm, rations were distributed 
among the squad who richly deserved the evening’s R & R.
The following morning after a late reveille the campaign plan was executed 
and the Roughriders duly stormed the famous Blue Bridge and were able 
to defend it against allcomers. Having then established their occupation 
over the area the troops were in a position to make a dignified withdrawal 
to each of their respective home base quarters. 
A magnificent effort by our troops:
General John, Brigadier Brent, Captain Ken, Sergeant-Major Stewart, 
Quartermaster Sergeant Croz, Colonel Ken, Lieutenant Lisette and Medical 
Officer David.

Campaign Report by Captain Ken Spall 
TOMCC NZ, Otago & Southland

TOMCC NZ Otago & Southland defending the famous Blue Bridge at Millers Flat.

Stewart  Brent    John  Dave Croz   Lisette    Ken  Ken

What perils lie in wait 
on the far shore?

Motorcycle 
punting 

on the Clutha.

Quartermaster 
Sergeant Croz 
on a fishing and 
foraging patrol.
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TOMCC NZ 
National Rally
February 2015
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The Canterbury Chapter annual 
overnighter and social gathering was held 
once again at the Ataahau Domain on the 
Akaroa Highway, and for the Saturday, in 
perfect weather – warm and no wind.
A fantastic meal was cooked by John 
Milligan and his helpers and rapidly 
consumed with much appreciation by the 
hungry masses.
Sunday morning saw us awake to light 
drizzle but not enough to really dampen 
the assembled group’s spirits who eagerly 
awaited a another of John’s culinary 
delights – breakfast cooked on the 
barbecue. Then it was pack up and head 
home with memories of having enjoyed 
another great overnighter.

Wayne Woodward 
TOMCC NZ, Canterbury

Canterbury Chapter overnighter, March 2015
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MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWAL NOTICE

Hi all, I would like to give you the 
option of having your membership 
renewal notice sent by email.
It will still show all the bank and your 
member details. If you would like to take 
advantage of this please email me at: 
tomccnatsec@gmail.com or you can 
put a note on the invoice when you 
return it with your payment indicating 
that you would like future renewal 
notices emailed. You will still receive 
your receipt and new membership 
card by post. Please email me your 
member name and number so I can 
update my database.

Thanks and Regards
Melissa Todd, Membership Secretary

 Interislander Ferry
Crossing Discount

The discount code for the Interis-
lander Ferrry is FA5366. Please use 
this when making a ferry booking to 
gain a club discount for TOMCC NZ 
Inc members.

Sue Williams passed away on 7 March 2015 after a battle with cancer and will be 
sorely missed by all members of the Canterbury Chapter of TOMCC NZ.  With her 
ready smile and zest for life, she was “the life of the party”. Her farewell on 12 March 
was well attended by a large number of local members. 

Sue enjoyed being a member of TOMCC NZ and was very active within the club, 
consequently she was very well known and highly thought of by all who had the 
good fortune to know her.  The club extends its sympathy to her husband, Pete 
Williams and family.

In fond memory of Sue Williams
TOMCC NZ membership No. 581

TOMCC NZ Inc – club name and logo use suggestions
Over the time that our club has been in existence there has been 
a wide variety in the way that the club’s name and abbreviations 
have been used resulting in a great deal of inconsistency in the 
way we use our club name. This has also been the case with 
the use of our club badge, or logo, which has been reproduced 
in many variations.

In an attempt to correct this state of affairs would you please 
note the following suggestions when using our club name 
or logo in publications, clothing, stationery, on facebook, the 
internet or any form of media where the name may appear.

Use of our club name
• Where using our full club name please spell it out as: 

Triumph Owners Motor Cycle Club, New Zealand 
Incorporated 
or 
Triumph Owners Motor Cycle Club, NZ Inc

• Where using our abbreviated club name, please refer to it as: 
TOMCC NZ  or  TOMCC NZ Inc

• Please note that in all cases TOMCC NZ comes before the 
area or chapter name. 
eg. TOMCC NZ, Northland  or  TOMCC NZ, Canterbury

Use of our club logo
If you need a copy of the club logo please get in touch with me 
and I will be able to send you a high resolution copy of the club 
logo at whatever size you need.
• The club logo should only be reproduced in black and white
• If the area or chapter name is to appear with the logo we 

suggest that it be underneath the logo.
• The logo is an equilateral triangle, meaning with three equal 

sides, and with rounded corners. Please don’t shrink it, 
stretch it or otherwise distort it.

We realise that there is a lot of material 
out there with variations of the club logo 
and incorrect references to our name. Of 
course there is nothing we can do about 
that, but if from now on, you could please 
note the above suggestions, we can start 
to do something about making the use of 

our club’s name and logo more consistent. We appreciate your 
co-operation in trying to achieve this.

Ken Spall 
Editor, Triumph Times

DISCLAIMER
Opinions expressed in this publication are purely individual and not to 
be attributed to the Triumph Owners Motor Cycle Club (NZ) Inc. as a 
whole. Nor does publication imply any endorsement, either by Triumph 
Owners Motor Cycle Club (NZ) Inc. or by its committee.

Triumph Times Editor: Ken Spall
Phone 03 489 -1740 

Email: spall@callsouth.net.nz
7 Glasgow Street, Mosgiel Otago, 9024, New Zealand

The deadline for the next issue of Triumph Times is 21 June 2015
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Twisted Thistle Tour 2015

For me this year’s Twisted Thistle Tour 
kicked off when I joined the short line of 
TOMCC NZ riders from Canterbury as they 
came off the ferry in Wellington on their way 
to our National Rally at Waitawheta. Wayne 
kindly let me into the moving line of bikes and 
then we were all off heading north through 
the Wellington traffic.

From Bulls, with the rest of the group 
heading to Taumarunui via Wanganui I 
turned off towards the Hunterville rolling 
hills on my way to Taihape where I had made 
arrangements to visit a cousin who I don’t 
see very often. After a couple of hours of 
family time it was time to catch up with the 
group at Taumarunui. For a main highway, 
the ride through to Taumarunui from Taihape 
is suprisingly pleasant, light traffic, and on a 
bright sunny day superb views of the central 
North Island high peaks.

Arrival at the Twin Rivers Motel in 
Taumarunui was in bright sunshine and after 
a refreshing shower, change of clothes and 

HOW IT ALL STARTED
As you know the Otago/Southland Chapter has been organising a number of annual and bi-
annual rides such as the Moose Safari and the Haast Eagle Search. You will no doubt have 
read about these in previous editions of this newsletter. 

In addition, John Witherington, the Otago/Southland Area Co-ordinator also organises an 
annual tour that is designed to extend our rides to and from our national rallies. The idea is to 
make the ride more than just a journey to and from the national rally. 

As with any of our club events, the tour is open to any TOMCC NZ member and the format 
is very simple. Once you embark on your ride you can meet up with the tour going to or from 
the rally at any point and also leave at any point. Generally there is no pre-booked accommo-
dation so taking a tent is advisable. 

Sometimes there is a pre-determined destination to be arrived at during the tour. In 2013 
this was a visit to the Gates of Haast, this year it was an attempt to locate the Ti-Tree Point post 
office site in Hawkes Bay and in 2014 the rationale was to take in some of the exceptionally 
great riding roads we have just for the hell of it.

a quick thirst quencher it was over the road 
to the local RSA for a much anticipated feed. 
We were waited upon by a very dapper and 
immaculately turned out waiter. With hair 
slicked back, beautifully pressed shirt and 
trousers, gleaming shoes and waistcoat he 
looked like something from the glory days of 
steamship travel. But it was not all just looks, 
his tableside manner and service was superb.

Back at the motel we all settled in for an 
evening of the usual well-lubricated biker 
banter and for a while Wayne held forth 
about the need for us to remember the finer 
points of riding although after the “lessons” 
it all seemed to become somewhat of blur. 
But I do remember that for a short while the 
formation of a “Cushion Club” was proposed 
– membership only required the placing of a 
cushion on one’s head!

I awoke the next morning with a 
surprisingly clear head, but was also accused 
of excessive snoring – don’t remember that. 
There was also a rumour that one of our 
number in a different motel unit was found to 
have fallen asleep sitting on the toilet!

Following a hearty breakfast and a fond 
farewell from the lady who runs the motel 
(who is also a biker), we headed north to 
Hamilton. After some confusion negotiating 
the city we arrived at Hamilton Motorcycles 
where Ken Forsyth needed a new tyre fitted 
and Terry wanted a quick check of the fuel 
injection mapping of his Rocket 3. While 
these jobs were being attended to the rest 
of us spent a happy hour browsing the bikes 
and the gear in the shop and being intrigued 
by the two electric bikes they had on show – 
maybe a forecast of things to come!

Leaving Hamilton was equally confusing, 
with a number of misinterpreted directions 
and missed turns but eventually with the help 
of a rider on a very nicely restored Honda 
CX500 we were pointed in the right direction 
for Paeroa. 

The very scenic Karangahake Gorge 
between Paeroa and Waihi is on the approach 
to the rally site – and the little, winding hilly 
road before reaching Waitawheta is a delight 
in anticipation of a great TOMCC NZ National 
Rally – an anticipation that was realised. 

Glenn and his team of Auckland Chapter 
helpers did us proud – great location, perfect 
accommodation, good food and excellent 
bands to keep us entertained. Well done guys!

In Napier before heading south through some interesting twisties.

The “Cushon Club” 
inaugural meeting.
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The only criticism I would 
have is that the rally was 
not as well supported by our 
members as it ought to have 
been, particularly by our 
South Island members.

Part of the rally entry 
fee included a ticket for 
the Paeroa Street Races. 
On Sunday morning at the 
conclusion of the rally, TOMCC NZ riders 
assembled, in light but steady rain at the rally 
entrance in preparation for the ride to Paeroa 
to attend the races. 

But, a call came through that the races 
had been cancelled due to the bad weather 
rendering the track surface too dangerous 
to race on. As a consequence the race entry 
fee would be refunded on presentation of the 
ticket. 

From what I can gather after returning 
home, is seems that many of our members 
have elected for the Auckland Chapter to 
keep the money to help pay for the shortfall 
in funds due to the poor turnout of members 
at the rally.

As we were intending to stay overnight in 
Tauranga, and as we now had extra time due to 
the cancellation of the racing, it was decided 
to do a loop down to Rotorua fromTauranga 
just for the ride. Confusion once more 
reigned as we headed out of Tauranga trying 
to find the road to Rotorua but after a few laps 
of roundabouts we were underway.

During a leisurely lunch in Rotorua we 
met up with Bondi and Mo and a few of the 
others all doing their own bit of a tour.

With rain now clearing to sunshine we 
headed north once more for a quick ride back 
to Tauranga and our motel accommodation 
in Mount Maunganui, by which time I 
was looking forward to a dip in the sea off 
Papamoa Beach. For this part of the trip Adam 
Palmer joined us, arriving late in the evening 
after having dropped off his partner back in 
Auckland after the rally. Welcome to the tour 
Adam.

The next morning after a fast ride via 
Taupo and the Desert Road we finally turned 
off onto one of the highlights of the trip – the 
Gentle Annie road from Taihape to Hawkes 

Bay. Several of us had never 
ridden this road before and I 
must say it was a real treat – 
climbing and dipping all the 
way and no end of curves 
– just superb! Only minor 
problem was that my speedo 
stopped working.

Overnight in Napier in a 
motor-camp cabin was very 
welcome as by now we were 

all geting a bit tired after a long day’s ride. I 
checked the speedo cable and sure enough it 
had broken in two near the top. So the rest of 
the ride home would be on the rev counter, 
but no real problem.

The plan for the next day was the ride from 
Waipukurau to Masterton via Porangahau, and 
Ti Tree Point. Known as Route 52 it’s 202km 
of delightful curves dance up and down the 
inland Hawkes Bay hills and proved to be 
excellent riding! Unfortunately there was 
no sign of the Ti Tree Post Office and what 
remains there would by now be well buried 
under dense forest and bush.

Arriving in Masterton and with Adam 
riding north back home we still had plenty 
of time before our evening ferry out of 

Wellington, so we decided we’d stop off at 
Bob Nesbitt’s Classic Cycles shop in Upper 
Hutt – what a fabulous old shop, we need 
more such places.

After a late evening Cook Strait crossing 
and overnight in Picton, we met up with Bill 
Riddell from Invercargill who joined our little 
group now heading south with the final tour 
occasion being breakfast at Seddon.

A very memorable week of riding in great 
company. My thanks to all of you who took 
part in the Twisted Thistle Tour for 2015.

Ken Spall 
TOMCC NZ, Otago & Southland

South of Kaikoura, on the home run.

Bob Nesbitt’s 
Classic Cycles shop, 
Upper Hutt.
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The Triumph Owners Motor Cycle Club New Zealand Inc.
If undelivered, please return to 7 Glasgow St, Mosgiel, Otago, New Zealand


