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The longest distance Meriden Triumph rider of 
the 2011 WATOC Rally Challenge 

George Heeres interviewed by Dan Christoffersen, TOMCC Denmark

Normally we would have an interview with 
the winner of the WATOC Rally Challenge, 
the one with the most km’s. But since John 
Curtis aka “JC” has managed to win the 
challenge again for the second year, we’ll 
do it a bit different this time. Clocking up an 
impressive 7940 kms doing 10 rallies on his 
675 Daytona, John beat Kees Stappershoef in 
second place with 5465kms. Congratulations 
to John and everyone else who managed to 
complete the Challenge.

 Though the top 10 of the WATOC Rally 
Challenge is dominated by the new Triumphs 
built at Hinckley, there’s no reason why a 
Meriden Triumph shouldn’t do well.

George Heeres has proved that. Riding 
his Triumph Trident T150V he managed 
4136 kms, that gave him an 8th place and best 
Meriden. George who is born in Surabaja 
Indonesia but grew up in the Netherlands, 
started riding British Bikes in the sixties 
and particularly liked the fi rst unit Triumph 
Bonneville.

In 1968 he bought one of the original 
Thruxton Bonnevilles, one of only 52. “I 
really loved that bike. At that time, very fast, 
a real hooligan-bike!” In 1974 he bought a 
T150V. Got married and sold the Triumph, 
got children, got divorced and before long, 
“I bought myself a present!” A ‘74 T150V. 

A year ago he bought another Triumph, 
a project T150V. George and his present 

did 13,000 km in 2011. The bike has proved 
to be reliable, except for on the way from 
Denmark to the German Triple run, when 
the engine started running on two cylinders. 
“I thought, I holed a piston but it happened 
to be an almost disconnected coil-wire”. 

No two rallies are the same and George 
can’t say he has a favourite. The Beezumph 
Rally was great “because I have many friends 
in England and I saw a lot of very nice 
Triples”.  The Beezumph rally is organized 
by the Trident & Rocket 3 Owners Club 
(TR3OC) and is a track day based rally. It 
used to be at Cadwell Park but has now 
moved to the picturesque Anglesey Circuit.

 Situated in North West Wales, overlooking 
the Irish Sea and Snowdonia Mountains. 
Beezumph is the best place on earth to look 
and listen to Triples from Triumph and BSA 
along with many other classic British bikes.

What George remembers from the 
Swedish Britannia Rally is the “deafening 
silence” when sitting by the lake at Ulrika. 
Organized by the TOMCC Sweden, it´s one 
of the biggest gatherings of Triumphs and 
other British bikes in Scandinavia. Britannia 
Rally is held at a different location every year, 
which gives visitors the perfect opportunity 
to see different parts of Sweden. 

The Ameland Rally can be described 
with just one word. “Cosy”! Ameland is 
one of the islands off the north coast of the 

Want to know more about WATOC?
Check out the website for more details:

http://sites.google.com/site/watoctriumph/
or ring Ken Spall, (WATOC International Liaison Offi cer) 03 489 1740 

Netherlands. The rally is held at a campsite 
within walking distance from a beautiful 
sandy beach. The village Nes is just a short 
walk away, with enough restaurants to feed 
the whole rally. The Ameland rally is popular 
with WATOC Challenge riders and many 
see it as an “end of the season rally”.

George didn’t do the WATOC Challenge to 
win it, the distance registration was just for 
pleasure. But he tells me that, one day he’ll 
be the oldest bloke on a Meriden Triumph 
and riding the longest distance overall for 
the WATOC Challenge.

George’s advice to anyone considering 
doing the Challenge: Don’t consider it – just 
do it. Make it a quest in life – BE A BRAT!

Dan Christoffersen, TOMCC Denmark

South Island’s 
newest Triumph 

Dealership
The last weekend in May saw MCR take 
on the Triumph dealership for Otago with 
the product launch being celebrated with 
a demo ride day using a wide selection of 
Triumph’s latest bikes. 
This very happy occasion was well 
supported by a large number of local 
riders as well as riders from as far afi eld as 
Timaru. It was encouraging to see that the 
demo bikes were in constant use with many 
riders having to wait their turn. They waited 
patiently to sample Triumph’s best whilst 
browsing the MCR showroom stocked with 
a great range of Triumph products, many 
at heavily reduced prices.
Since the mid 1980’s Motorcycle 
Replacements has been at the forefront 
of motorcycling in Dunedin and Otago by 
actively supporting local riders, motorcycle 
clubs, rallies and motorcycle sporting 
events.
TOMCC NZ Inc wish MCR every success in 
their new venture.their new venture.
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15, 16 & 17 February 2013

15 minutes north of  Christchurch

OPEN TO ALL MOTORCYCLISTS

Have a look at the venue www.blueskies.org.nz
Registration form to be available shortly on the TOMCC webpage

19th National Rally celebrating
20 years of  TOMCC NZ Inc20 years of  TOMCC NZ Inc




